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COMMENT ON 2 PETER ili. 15, 16, 
e. 
od the 


a gre 
eir o 


Ano account that.the long suffering 
our Lord is salvation ; even as our 
beloved brother Paul, also, according 
» the wisdom given unto him, hath 


caged . . 
g thriyritten unto you; as also in all his 
“hildt@pistles, speaking in them of these 
= ings ; in whi things hard 
nt. p hings ; an which are some thing 


9 be understood, which they that are 


dp inlearnéd aywunstable, wrest, as they 
riod ido also the other scriptures, unto their 
sulicfiown destruction.”” The original of 
for imtbat part of the passage quoted above, 
is eiwhich is printed in italicks, is, in the 
et tugcommon Greek text, (textus receptus, ) 
an Giiy aig e¢t Ovevenrde tive, and to this our 
*sitai@translation corresponds. But from the 
“ “critical labours of Griesbach, it ap- 
ca pears that the greatest weight of manu- 
| firs script authority is in favour of reading 


| theif ¢y og, instead of ¢v ais, in the Greek 


rs clause just transcribed. Schleusner 
‘tthe and Rosenmueller adopt this reading. 





The common reading ¢ ais, refers to 
érisodais, in the preceding part of 
the verse, and makes St. Peter say, 
that in the epistles of St. Paul, gene- 
rally, there are some things hard to be 
understood, while the reading adopted 
by Griesbach makes him mean, that 
on the subject of which he was speaking, 
St. Paul’s epistles contained some 
things difficult to be understood. St. 
Peter is in this passage speaking of the 
coming of Christ, and ef those things 
which will precede or take place at 
;"@ thatevent. And it ison the subject 
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of the coming of Christ, and the time 
of it, that he intends to say, there are 
some things difficult to be understood 
in the writings of St. Paul. M. 


— 


SERMON.—No. XIX. 


Heprews xii. 1, 2.—Wherefore, seeing 
we also are compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which 
doth so easily beset us, and let us run 
with patience the race that is set be- 
fore us; looking unto Jesus, the au- 
thor and finisher of our faith, who, 
for the joy that was set before him, 
endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and ts set down at the right hand of 
the throne of God, 


In reading the history of the Jews, 
we are apt to feel no more interested 
in the affairs of their nation, than we 
do in reading the histories of the 
Greeks and Romans. But, upon look- 
ing closely into the subject, we shall 
find the Jewish history much more in- 
teresting, not only as it exhibits the ex- 
traordinary interposition of the Deity, 
but as it is atype and emblem of the 
Christian life, and sets before us many 
characters intended for our instruction 
and improvemert. The Jewish na- 
tion, like the Christian in this life, pass 
ed through many trials and_ vicissi- 
tudes; and all the ancient saints, from 
the beginning to the end of the old 
testament history, were called to a 
life of suffering, and by that means 
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became qualified for their reward. 
Thus also ‘* must we undergo much 
tribulation in our way to the heavenly 
kingdom ;”” we must pass through the 

furnace of affliction, before we enter 
into glory. The apostle, having in 
the 11th chapter given us a long cata 
logue of ancient worthies, who had 
‘* obtained a good report through faith,” 
exhorts us in this 12th chapter, to 
follow their example, but more espe- 
cially the example of our blessed 
Lord. ‘* Seeing we are compassed 
about with so great acloud of witnesses, 
let us lay aside every weight, and the 
sin which doth so easily beset us, 
and let us run with patience, the 
race that is set before” us ; looking” 
especially “‘ unto Jesus, the Author and 
Finisher of our faith, who, for the joy 
that was set before him, endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is set 
down at the right hand of the throne 
ef God.” 

In this passage are contained, first, 
an exhortation to run our race ; second- 
ly, directions how to insure success. 

I. First, we are exhorted to run our 
race; (and to run with patience.) 
Though the original way of happiness 
was closed up by the fall of man, and 
a flaming sword guarded all access to 

~ the tree of life; yet the Lord cast up 
a new and living way, and marked 
out a course, where we might run with 
success, and obtain the prize. He has 
opened a way through the waters of 
regeneration, through a wilderness of 
trials in the Christian life, and through 
the Jordan of death, to the bright Ca- 
naan of eternal rest. And this way is 
‘so plain, that the way-faring man shall 
not err therein, if he but duly attends 
to the directions given him. It is 
through Jesus Chri, through repent- 
ance, and faith, and persevering holi- 
ness, that we are to enler into the 
kingdom. In this course we must run, 
Or never obiain the crown. We are 
not left at liberty to prescribe a path 
for ourselves, nor take any other road 
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‘race is ‘*sct before us,” prescribe; 
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for the kingdom, but that which ; 
marked out by the great King. 







and designated, and appointed by & 
vine authority ; and to that .path 
must strictly adhere, if we would 
with success and end with glory, B 
though the course is plain before 
we cannot continue perseveringly 
it without constant diligence and ey 
ertion. Many ‘difficulties and obsta 
cles lie in the way, that are apt to tum 
us aside, or obstruct our progress. The 
heart of Israel in the wilderness wa 
sometimes much grieved because ¢ 
the way. Sometimes our path is steep 
and siippery, so that we need con 
stant struggling to get forward, and 
earnest watchfulness, lest we fall back. 
ward, Sometimes the way is rough 
and thorny, painful to the flesh, and 
exposing us to fall from our own stead- 
fastness. Such also is the languor and 
sluggishness of our dispgsitions, and 
So opposed is our co#™pt nature to 
the Christian life, that we are apt to 
become weary and faint in our minds, 
relax our exertions, and give up the 





















pursuit. There are also at all times jay, 
many around us, who say, ‘It is vainfhig o 
to serve God,” and who use all their on 

influence to turn us away from thef con: 
faith. At times, even ouv familiar fll poy; 
friends, the members of our own house: lang 
holds, who ought most to aid and en. ers, 
courage us, exert themselves to impede Hl ide 
our progress, They perhaps tell us gy , 
that religion is vain, and the gospel is acq 
vain, that such away of salvation, Ml the 
through regeneration and conversion, ma 
is enthusiastick in its nature, and willl wit} 
lead to no good in the end. But, my MM coy 
friends, whatever difficulties or dis- § jp; 
couragements we meet with, we must hol 
*‘run the race with patience.” With jn ¢ 
a calm and patient endurance of all & we 
our trials, we must still press forward. gen 
In spite of all external obstacles and pur 
inward weaknesses, we must bold out & out 
till we reach the goal at the end of gua 
our race; “‘ by patient continuance in & jp | 
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ll doing, we mast seek for glory, 
mour, and immortality.” To run 
ell for a-season, and then fall back, 
ill avail. us nothing; our last state 
vill be worse than the first ; none but 
‘those who endure unto the end, shall 
inally be saved.”’ 

We ought, my friends, to be stimu- 
ited to this diligent perseverance, by 
e consideration of the many witnesses 
bat surrourd us. The saints, who 
ave lived and died in faith, and thus 
pone before us to glory, are represent- 
d in our text as witnesses. They 
re spectators of our trials and conflicts, 
and evidences to us that our perse- 
ering efforts shall be crowned with 
success. They have showed us what 
itis to conquer ; and now, if they are 
pernitted to behold us, they doubtless 
observe with anxiety, whether we 
make any progress in the Christian 
nd path. Having run their race, ‘and ar- 
ndMrived at the goal, and received their 
to reward, they may be considered as 
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‘OM looking back upon us, pointing us to: 


the path which they have trodden, warn- 
ing us against dangers, which they 
have ‘passed, holding up their crowns 
fo our view, and encouraging us to go 
on and conquer. In this view, the 
consideration of them is calculated to 
revive ‘our spirits, and quicken our 
© @ languid exertions. Conceive, my hear- 
Ne Mi ers, ‘*a cloud of witnesses,’ a multi- 
le tude of departed saints; all the faith- 
SM ful of ancient days, and many of our 
ISM acquaintance, who were engaged in 
0) the race when we entered upon it; 

1, imagine them looking back upon us 
LU with eager solicitude, desizing to en- 
Y@ courage us in our Christian course. 
Imagine them rejoicing, when they be- 
1H hold us faithful, and advancing rapidly 
18 in our way ; consider them ready to 
l weep over us, if we relax our dili- 
gence, or in any measure give up the 
pursuit. Conceive of them as crying 
‘BH out to us in the most animating lan- 
, guage, Press forward with faithfulness, 
’#@ inthe Christian path. Think of us, 
who have gone before you. We once 


he 
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endured the same trials’; we, like you, 
were sometimes discouraged with the 
difficulties of the way, and. read 
to faint under our trials} but, Peis | 
grace, we held out and conquered, and 
at last obtained the prize. Hold ye 
on a,little longer, and the crown of? 
righteousness is yours. ‘* Be not 
weary in well doing; for in due sea- 
son ye shall reap, if ye faint not.” 
If we, my brethren, will dwell serious- 
ly upon this thought, we shail be en- 
couraged ; if ever men engaged in arace 
were animated by. the acclamations 
of surrounding friends, much more shall 
we be animated by a view of that 
cloud of witnesses, who have finished 
their course in faith, and are now gone 
to glory. 

Il. We proceed now, secondly, to 
consider the directions which the apos- 
tle gives for running, successfully, the 
Christian race. 

1. And first, we must put away 
every thing that is..calculated to ob- 
struct our progress. ‘Those who are 
undertaking to run a race, have no 
need to be informed of the importance 
of casting off every unnecessary in- 
cumbrance- But in running the spi- 
ritual race, we are apt to be forgetful 
of this necessary caution, There are 
many worldly things about us, and 
many dispositions within us, which we 
cherish, and are fond of, but which are 
apt to weigh down our spirits, and 
exhaust our strength. How. often do 
the cares, and pleasures of the world 
divide our attention, relax our dili- 
gence, and prevent our advancement 
in the divine life! la every individual, 
there is some sin, which most easily 
besets him, and which, like a 
flowing robe, entangles» his feety, 
lessens. his activity in the servile of 
God. What sin this is, we shouldbe 

careful to inquire; what. isothe en- 
tangling sin, as. the word signifies, or 
the sin which most easily besets us. 
[t is, in general, some sin, to which our 
constitution’ is. more particularly in- 
clined, Or itas*some habit, which 
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we have followed so long, that it has 
become like second nature. Or it is 


eer: which is more particularly 


“incident to our situation in life, or to 


our company, or to our employment. 
Whatever this sin may be, it must be 
laid aside, ‘every weight and every 
besetting sin.” Whether it be pride 
or passion, covetousness or sensuality, 
whether it be sloth or intemperance, 
whether it be unbelief or impenitence, 
or self-righteousness, or self-depen- 
dance, we must lay it aside, and never 
imagine that we can carry it with us 
in the Christian race. Whatever object 
stands in our way, whatever tends to 
divert us from the path of duty, what- 
ever is calculated to embarrass our 
minds, or divide our attention, or de- 
stroy our diligence, must be given up, 
if we would ** so run as to obtain the 
prize.” 

2. And we must not only renounce 
every unnecessary incumbrance, and 
eyery besetting sin, but we must direct 
our eyes to Jesus Cltrist. ‘* Looking 
unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher of 
our faith, who, for the joy that was set 
before him, endured the cross, despis- 
ing the shame, and is set “own at the 
right hand of the throne of God.” Jesus 
is here proposed to our view, both as 
a successful Pattern, and an almighty 
Friend. The course he-had to run was 
more arduous and difficult than was ever 
appointed to any other person. No 
other could have persevered in jt and 
come off with success. The cross and 
agony which he bore, were infinitely 
heavier than we can conceive. He 
sustained the sins of an offending world. 
He suffered the most painful and the 
most ignominious death; but he did 


Ps: shrink ‘im the severest conflict ; 


*‘ he endured the cross, and despised, 
6fidisregarded, the shame.’’ He was 
animated in his race by ‘* the joy that 
was set before him,” the joy of glori- 
fying the divine attributes, the joy of 
delivering sinful and wretched souls, 
the joy of being ‘or ever acknowledged 
as the Author of their satvation. In 
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the prospect of fulfilling this glorioy 
work, and bringing about these desir. 
ble objects, he disregarded alll his triak 
and difficulties, At one time it is inj. 
mated, that he even longed t6 accom. 
plish his bloody baptism ; he continued 
his course with unabated resolution, iil 
he could say, “‘It is finished,” the lay 
is fulfilled, and a fountain opened fy 
sin and for uncleanness. Indeed he 
did not stop here, but arose in order t 
raise his people, and is exalted “ t 
the right hand of the throne of God.” 
What a glorious pattern of patience and 
perseverance! And how ought we to 
be encouraged by his success! It is 
(rue his powers were greater than out 
own; but he had so much the more to 
endure. If we are encouraged by his 
example, if we look continually unto 
him, and endure as seeing him who 
is invisible, if, for the joy that is set 
before'us, we press on diligently in the 
Christian race, we shall be finally 
compensated for all our toils, and be 
exalted with him to the kingdom of 
heaven. 

But the apostle also exhorts us to 
Jook unto Jesus as our almighty Friend, 
It is he that marked out the course for 
us to run. It is he that girded us with 
strength, and called us forth to the 
race. It is he that holds out the prize to 
our view, and, with a great cloud of 
witnesses, looks on to behold our dili- 
gence. It is he that sits as judge, to 
award the prize to every one that wins 


it, and will bestow it with his own & 


hand. He is * the Author and Finisher 
of our faith.” He is the great object 
of faith; by the power of his grace 
he enables us to believe ; he puts into 
our minds good desires,—gives us that 
faith whereby we are stimulated to en- 
gage in the Christian race ; he increases 
our faith by helping us forward, and 
finishes it by bringing us triumphantly 
to the end, and crowning us with glory 
at his right hand. Let us then look 


unto Jesus as our Redeemer and Sa- 
vjour. 
pitiation for our sins. 


Let us behold him as the pro- 
Let us meditate 
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upon the extent of his atonement, and 

the power of his grace; consider how 
sufficient he is to renew our strength 
and help us forward, and how faithful 
he will be to prosper our exertions and 
give us the final reward. 

There is a peculiarity in this direc- 
tion, which we must not omit to notice. 
he apostle’s words imply, not merely 
that we should look unto Jesus, but 
that we should look away from other 
objects unto him. We are apt to look 
to our own strength, when we ought to 
be looking entirely to him to strengthen 
us. Sometimes we look to our own 
weakness, or at the length and difficul- 
ties of the way, and are discouraged at 
our undertaking, when we ought to be 
strong in him and in the power of his 
might. Often .we are inclined to look 
at the stumbling blocks that lie in our 
way, or at the opposers that are en 
deavouring to hinder us, or to any 
thing that tends to keep-us back. But 
we should look off from all these, and 
keep our eyes steadily fixed on Jesus 
as our Redeemer, our Example, and our 
Friend ; and then our difficulties will 
appear as nothing; we shall proceed 

on with cheerfulness and satisfaction ; 

we shall so run, not as uncertainly, but 
in sure confidence of obtaining the 
prize. 

This subject may afford much con- 
sulation and encouragement to’ those 
who are resolutely running the Chris- 
tian race. Doubtless they sometimes 

s feel ready to faint by the way ; there 
are so many obstacles before them, and 
so many hindrances on every side, that 
they can hardly pursue their course. 

But, my Christian friends, look at that 

cloud of witnesses, who have gained 

the reward before you, and are now 
beholding your,trials. They have over- 
come through faith; and they know 
that you can overcome by the same 
means. Look especially at Jesus, that 
bright example of all righteousness, and 
that gracious helper of all his followers. 

Look also at the prize, the joy that is 

set before you, and have respect unto 
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the recompense of the reward. How 
abundantly will the celestial crown ree 
pay your persevering exertions! Me- 
thinks you have advanced, at least 
some of you, within a short distanée of 
the goal, and are just ready tojoin the 
general assembly and church of the” © 
first born inheaven. Press on, then, a 
little longer, ‘‘ forgetting the things that 
are behind, and reaching forward to 
those things which are before.’? So 
shall you finish your course with joy, 
and receive a crown of righteousness 
from the hand of Jesus, your righteous 
Judge. 

Our subject may also afford a 
word of admonition to any who are 
halting or turning aside out of the 
course: there are many, who “run 
well” for a season, but, after all, are 
hindered from pressing forward to the 
prize. Inquire, my brethren, whence 
it is, that you are relapsing, and fall- 
ing from your own steadfastness. Have 
you found any object in the things of 
the world that will compensate for the 
loss of heaven? It would surely be bet- 


- ter to think less of worldly objects, to 


lay aside every weight, and every in. 
cumbrance, whether riches, honours, 
or pleasures, rather than be diverted 
from the Christian course, or kept back 
from the great salvation. He that 
puts his hand to the plough, and looks 
back, he that halts in the race, will 
never reach the mark or obtain the 
crown. If any are thus turning back, 
may God enable them to resuine their 
labours. May he once more awaken 
them, and move them, that they may 
return to the paths of his flock, and 
become diligent and faithful in his ser- 
vice. Let them be assured, that if they 
will become “‘steadfast and immoveable 
in the work of the Lord, their labour 
will not be in vain in the Lord.” 

And, finally, a word of exhorta- 
tion may be drawn from our, subject, 
for those who never began the Chris- 
tian race. Could it be optional with 
them, whether they will be any way 
interested in the race, we might well 
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jeave them to their own choice. But 
the truth is, the task is appointed to all 
men; and must be to them that neg- 
lect it. They are all entered upon 
the lists, whether they will or not. 
And unless they so run as to obtain the 
prize, they must have all the shame and 
misery of failure. They will fail of 
the crown: they will come short of 
heaven ; and this is not all; they will 
be judged not only unworthy ot hea- 
ven, but worthy of hell. If they 
have been thus negligent and sloth- 
ful, the doom of the slothful servant 
will \be assigned them. Consider, 
thepj my hearers, how much time you 
have lost since it was your duty to 
enter upon the Christian race. Con- 
sider, that Jesus, who superintends 
the race, is still calling you to enter 
upon the great undertaking. Consider, 
that it is an arduous work, and_ that 
you have but little time remaining to 
perform it. Soon your day will be 
gone ; the race will be lost; you will 
fail of the crown, and incur a dreadful 
retribution. Begin, then, imni@diately 
the heavenly race. The prize is 
now in view ; Jesus is ready to assist 
your feeble eflorts; you are called, 
entreated, and commanded to repent, 
and turn from your careless ways, and 
embrace the gospel. Repent, there- 
fore, and be converted, that your sins 
may be blotted out. 
—— 
To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 
THE INFLUENCE OF CHRISTIANITY ON 
THE SAVAGE CHARACTER. 
_ (Continued from page 243.) 

Finpine resistance vain, measures were 
taken in the three towns for removal, 
and on the 11th of September, 1781, 
they commenced their march. 

“‘ Never,” says Mr. H. “did the 
Christian Indians Jeave a country with 
more regret. ‘The three beautiful set- 
tlements, Gnadenhutten, Shonbrun, and 
Salem, were now to be forsaken, to- 
gether with many of their young cat- 
tle, that were in the woods, with some 
hundred head of hogs, and at least 
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three hundred acres of corn, ripe 
harvesting, exclusive of a great qu; 
lity of old corn, potatoes, turnips, cal 
bages, &c. were now lost to them: 
gether with ite. that were bu 
many of which were for the instruct 
of the youth. Here, indeed, was 
tience required, and a hope that ¢ 
Lord would be with them and gr, 
them further strength and fortitude, 
oyercome all difficulties and danger: 

Very different was their conditi 
at Upper Sandusky, where they arri 
ed on the 11th of October. ** Eve 
day now brought us new troubles. ‘Ti 
cattle finding no good pasture, we 
continually attempting to return, at 
therefore had to be watched. Ti 
milch cows failed for want of prope 
feed ; and, owing to this, many familie 
and especially those who bad small chi 
dren, suffered. Provisions of all king 
were wanting, and when the wome 
went into the woeds, or on the rive 
banks, to look for, and dig roots as 
substitute, they either could not fi 
what they were in search of, or the 
ground was too hard frozen to get a 
them. Corn was very scarce through 
out the country, and those who had 
the article, asked a dollar for three ¢ 
four quarts. Even the timber for build 
ing was far off, for all the country, toa 
great distance, was a barren praicie, 
with the exception of here and there 
few scattered trees. The pinching cold 
was severely felt by all those who wer¢ 
in want of clothes and bedding, an 
this was particularly the case with us, 

‘‘Under the pressure of sufferings, 
we were ridicufed and laughed at.— 
‘Look! (said the Monsey chief toa 
Wyandot,) ‘ look at these praying 
(Christian) Indians ; who but the other 
day were living in afiluence, how they 
now creep about in the bushes, looking 
for roots and berries to keep themselves 
from starving. Well! they are served ,- 





























right ; for why should some live better fl feet 
than others! we have now brought B tom, 
them on a level with us!’ Yet such ie 


sayings were not the worst, but both 





3 
an 


Bo a 
ate Oi 


22.] The Influence of Christianity on the Savage Character. 


ntain Pipe and the half king boasted, 
hat they now had it in their power 
compel the Christian Indians to go 
war with them, whenever they chose 
command them.’ ” 
During the winter they suffered all 
miseries arising from famine, cold, 
inakedness. ‘Their cattle perished 
ith hunger. They were often obliged 
live on the carcases of these starved 
simals, and, in a few instances, chil- 
on at the breast perished for want of 
triment. ‘‘The famine daily in- 
easing—and the children crying for 
ctuals, was more than the parents 
puld endure. These could not afford 
pay at the rate of a dollar for two 
three quarts of corn, which was the 
ice now asked by those who had any. 
herefore, consulting with one another 
Wn measures to be taken for their re- 
of, their deliberations closed witha 
solution, to look to no other quarter 
or corn, but to their forsaken towns— 
nd the plan being agreed upon, they 
normed the half king s of their inten- 
Mion, leaving it at his “option, whether 
yr not he chose to send a guard with 
hem to keep them from ‘running 
ay!’ which, however, he declined 
loing. They next made their plan 
tnown to the missionaries, namely : 
hat they would proceed to their towns, 
and leave their families some distance 
ehind them, to whom they would 
bring the corn from the fields, and who 
vere to bury it in holes* made in the 
ground for the purpose ; and from 
which pl y would fetch it, as it 
would be wanted. The plan being 
approved of, they were desired to con- 
form thereto, as it was natural to sup- 
pose that the people from the American 
side would now and then take a look 
at the old towns, to see if any war- 
tiours harboured there. Having taken 
an affectionate leave, they set out in 


* These holes are made round, about three 
leet deep, narrower at the top ‘than at bot- 
tom, after the hole is dug, it is burnt out— 
et with bark, and well covered after the 
Corn is in. 


303 


several divisions, of about one hundred 
and fifty in number, men, women, and 
children; each division intending to 
work upon the corn which they bad | 
raised.” 

While they were thus engaged, in 
the beginning of April:1782, t gaged, in 
surprised by a party of Virginians, who 
murdered more than ninety of them in 
cold blood. ‘The horrid catastrophe is 
thus related by Mr. Heckewelder : 

*“On the day our Indians. were 


bundling up their packs, intending to 


set off on the next morning; a party, 
of between one and two hundred white 
people, from the Ohio settlements, 
made their appearance at Gnadenbut- 
ten. They had already, when within 
a mile of the place, met with Joseph 
Shabosh, son of our brother Shabosh, 
(while he was catching his horses,) and 
murdered him in a most cruel manner, 
notwithstanding his telling them who 
he was, and that he was a white man’s 
son, and begging them to spare his life. 
Jacob, brother-in-law to young Sha- 
bosh, whilst tying up his corn sacks, 
on the bank, at the sweat-house, and 
about one hundred and fifty yards from 
the town, and thirty from the river ; 
was the first person who saw the party 
coming on, between himself and the 
river, and so near him, that (as he ex- 
pressed himself ) he might have seen 
the biack in their eyes, had they look. 
ed in the direction where he was stand- 
ing. He even knew some of the men 
of the party, to be the same who had 
taken the Christian Indians from Shon. 
brun in the last fall, among whom both 
he and young Shabosh were, and be- 
lieving the good captain Biggs to be 
avain ‘with them, he was about hailing 
them, when, to his astonishment, they 
at that instant, shot at one of the bre- - 
thren, who was just crossing the river 
in a canoe, to go to the corn-field,, 
who dropping down at the shot, 
supposed him to be killed, 

this aet of theirs, he fled preciprtatety 
and before they had turned their faces 
the way he was, he was out of sight. 
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Jacob might have been the means of 
saving many lives, especially at Salem, 
where his old father was ; but not hav- 
ing the presence of mind, he ran seve- 
ral miles the contrary way, and hid 
himself for a day and a night. 

“The murdering party, seeing most 
of the Indians scattered over the corn- 
field at work, (or preparing for the 
journey,) hailed them, as their ‘ friends 
and brothers, who had purposely come 
out to relieve them, from the distress 
brought on them by the enemy, on ac- 
count of their being friends to the Ame- 
rican people.’ The Christian Indians, 
not in the least doubting their sincerity, 
walked up to them, and thanked them 
for being so kind, while the whites 
again gave assurances that they would 
meet with good treatment from them. 
They then advised them to discontinue 
their work, and cross over to the town, 
in order to make the necessary arrange- 
ments for the journey, as they intended 
taking them out of the reach of their 
enemies, and where they would be 
supplied abundantly with all they stood 
in need of: all which was pleasing to 
them to hear. 

“ During these transactions at Gna- 
denhbutten, the national assistant, John 
Martin, and his son, were not yet re- 
turned from the woods, from where 
they were takipg corn, to deposit it at 
some distance } but on their return that 
day to the field, they were not a little 
surprised, at seeing so many tracks of 
shodden horses, and not a single per- 
son remaining in the field, where they 
had left them the day before, busily 
employed. Not knowing the cause of 
this, he repaired to an eminence from 
where he had a full view of the town, 
on the opposite side of the river; and 
there, seeing the Indians and white 


people together, apparently very so- 


, some walking about, and others 
aged in friendly conversation, 
his son across to them, while 

t to Salem, to inform tbe bre- 


thren and sisters there, of what had 


taken place at Gnadenhutten ; giving it 


as his opinion, that perhaps God had, 

dained itso, that they should not pe 

in the barrens of Sandusky, and { 

these people were sent to relieve th 

Afler having held a consultation wi 

the brethren at that place, they unit 
with him in opinion, and sent the t 

brethren, Adam and Henry, with hi 
to Gnadenhutten, for the purpose 

learning the true cause of the whi 
people coming out, concluding that,j 
it turned out as the ~ expected at 
wished, they would also join ther 
They finding every thing agreeabk 
they were not only satished with wh 
the white people had told them, 
were also urged by the brethren 

this place, to join them in going in 
the settlements of the white peopk 
where the brethren at Bethlehem, on 
proper representation being mat 
would cheerfully, supply them wi 
teachers. The whites, encouraging 
them in these hopes, now appointed 
body out of their number, to go wi 
the messengers to Salem, to assist j 
bringing the inhabitants, with their ¢e 
fects, to Gnadenhutten. 

“ The language of the white ped 
ple, being the same at Salem, as @ 
Gnadenhutten ; the brethren and sis 
ters were easily persuaded to go wil 
them; especially, as many of them 
professed to be very religious, admit 
ing their fine and spacious place @ 
worship, and discoursing constantly of 
religion, both here and on the way 
Gnadenhutten ; frequently saying 
the Indians: ‘ you are indeed goo 
Christians !’ and made use of the same 
language to one another in their hear 
ing. Some of them, on leaving Salem, 
set fire to the houses and church, which 
was disapproved of by our Indians; 
they, however, pretended that they 
meant no .harm, but had merely done 
it to deprive the enemy of a harbour 
ing place. 

“ Arriving at the river bank opposite 
Gnadenhutten, their eyes began 
open ; but it was now too late. They 
discovered a spot in the sand, whert 
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) appearance, a wounded Indian had 
heen Weltering in his blood, and near 
his, marks of blood on the canoe. 
Poor creatures! being disarmed; as 
bey, with those of Gnadenhutten, had 
eely given up their guns, axes, and 
knives, to those who had solemnly pro- 
mised, that on their arrival at Pitts- 
burg, all should be returned to them 
again. But hid they even been in 
possession of their arms, they could 
pot conscientiously, and probably, 
vould not have attempted to resort to 
hese in their defence. Being taken 
pver to the town, O how the prospect 


jad 















"t was changed ! the language now held 
is to them, was the reverse of what it had 
- ingpeen at Salem, and on the road hither. 
opk The Gnadenhutten brethren, sisters, 
on and children, were already confined 
sade Or the purpose of being put to death ; 
wig wey were no longer called Christians 
ving as before, but warriours!—tne same 
eq anguage was also held to the Salem 
al Indians,—all were declared enemies 
st and Warriours, and all they could offer 
ree their defence, was of noavail. They 


were further told: ‘that the horses 
found with them, had been taken from 
white people, they being branded with 
letters, with which Indians were unac- 
quainted; that the axes found with 
them, had the names of white people 
stamped upon them. Pewter basins 
aut spoons were stolen property ; the 
Indians making use of wooden bowls 
and spoons. ‘Tea-kettles, pots, cups, 
and saucers, were also declared stolen 
property. In short, every thing they 
possessed, was said to have been taken 
from the white people whilst at war 
with them; and to this they would 
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initials of their names, to enable them 
to know the horses and colts belonging 
toeach other. But many of these ac- 
cusers knew well, that the Christian 
Indians were becoming an agricultural 
people—were making use of the plough, 
raised large crops, and lived chiefly by 
the produce of the field, and the cattle 
they raised. That more or less of 
them could set a decent table to a 
stranger, furnished with bread, meat, 
butter, cheese, milk, ted, coffee, cho- 
colate, &c. together with such other 
articles as the season afforded. Besides 
this, the Christian Indiams were well 
known by their dress, which was plain 
and decent, no sign of paint to be seen 
on their skin or clothes, they wore no 
feathers about their heads, neither did 
they shave and trim them as every In- 
dian warriour does ; but wore their hair 
as the Christians did. These, with other 
marks on them, were alone sufficient 
to prove that they were not warriours. 
But the number of horses and other 
property which they possessed, was 
an object with these murderers, who 
concluded, that—* when they killed 
the Indians, the country would be 
theirs; and the sooner this was done, 
the better!’* Accordingly they told 
the poor creatures that they must die. 
‘** Finding that all entreaties to save 
their lives was to no purpose—and 
that some, more bloodthirsty than their 
comrades, were anxious to begin upon 
them, they united in begging a short 
delay, that they might prepare them. 
selves for death—which request at 
length was granted them. Then asking 
pardon for whatever offence they had 
given, or grief they had occasioned to 
each other, they kneeled down, offer- 
ing fervent prayers to God their Sa- 
vioure-and kissing one another, under 
a flood of tears, fully resigned to his 
will, they sang praises unto him, in 
the joyful hope, that they would soon 
be relieved from all pains, and join 
their Redeemer in everlasting bliss. 


* The language of backwoods-men, 
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* 
“ During the time of their devotion, 
the murderers were consulting on the 
manner, in which they would put them 
to death. Some were for setting fire 
to the houses they were in, and burn- 
ing them alive. Others wanted to take 
their scalps home with them, as a sig- 
nal~of victory ; while others remon- 
strated against either of these plans, 
declaring, that they never would be 
guilty of murdering a people, whose 
innocence was so satisfactorily evinced, 
and these proposed to set them at 
liberty, or, if they would not do that ; 
at least to take them as prisoners, and 
deliver them tp to the proper authori- 
ty ; but, finding that they could not 
prevail on these monsters to spare 
their lives, they wrung their hands— 
and calling God to witness, that they 
were innocent of the blood of these 
harmless Christian Indians, they with- 
drew to some distance from the scene 
of slaughter. 
* The murderers, inipatient to make 
a beginning, came again to them, while 
they were singing, and inquiring whe- 
ther they were now ready for dying, 
they were answered in the aflirmative ; 
adding: ‘that they had commended 
their immortal souls to God, who had 
given them the assurance in their hearts, 
that he would receive their souls :’— 
One of the party now taking up a coo- 
per’s mallet, which iay in the house 
(the owner being a cooper) saying: 
‘how exactly this will answer for the 
business,’ he began with Abraham, and 
continued knocking down one after the 
other, until he had counted fourteen, 
that he had killed with bis own hands, 
He now handed the instrument to one 
of his fellow-murderers, saying, ‘ my 
arm fails me! go on in the same way ! 
I think I have done pretty well!’* In 
another house, where mostly women 
and children were confined, Judith, a 
remarkably pious aged widow, was the 


*So related by a Jad who escaped out of 
this house, and who understood English well 
~~and confirmed by several of the party. 
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first victim. After they had finishe 
the horrid deed, they retreated to, 
small distance from the slaughter houses 
but after a while returning again to 
view the dead bodies, and finding om 
of them, (Abel) although scalped anj 
mangled, attempting to raise himself 
from the floor, they so renewed thei 
blows upon him, that he never rox 
again; then having set fire to the 
houses, they went off, shouting ani 
yelling, on having been so victorious, 

‘**'The number of Christian Indian 
raurdered by these miscreants, exceed: 
ed ninety ; all of whom, except four, 
were killed in the slaughter houses. 
The four, were young Shabosh, who 
was killed before the murderers reach. 
ed the town, Jacob, who had been shot 
down in the canoe, and two young 
brethren, Paul and Anthony, who per. 
ceiving the murderers’ intentions, were 
shot down under the bank of the river, 
whilst attempting to escape.” 

Your readers will lament to lear, 
that the chief, of whom an account has 
been given, Isaac Glickhican, was 
among those who were thus cruelly 
murdered. ‘The following is the cha- 
racter which Mr. Heckewelder gives 
of the principal sufferers: ‘Of the 
above number, sixty-two were growa 
persons, one third of whom were wo- 
men; the remaining thirty-four were 
children. Five of the slain were re- 
spectable national assistants, viz. Sa- 
muel Moore, Tobias, Jonas, Isaac and 
John Martin. The two former, bad 
been members of the pious missionary 
Brainard’s congregation in New Jer- 
sey, and, after his death, had joined 
themselves to the Christian Indians liv- 
ing on the Susquehanna. The first, 
(Samuel) was a very useful member oi 
the church ; he had received his edu- 
cation from or under Mr. Brainard, 
could read well, and understood the 
English langaage so well, that he was 
for many years, and until his death, an 
interpreter of the sermons preached. 
He was, perhaps, never seen without 
being at some occupation. Of reading 
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he was very fond, especially in the 
bible or hymn book. Tobias’ appear- 
ance alone, commanded respect: he 
also led the life of a true Christian. 
The same may be said of Jonas, and 
of Isaac Glickhican, the reader of this 
parrative has already been informed, 
how useful a member of the congrega- 
tion he was—how prudently he acted 
on all occasions, and how ready and 
fearless he was in time of danger— 
how faithful to his teachers, and doubt- 
less he would have risked his life for 
them if occasion had required it. John 
Martin, one of the chapel interpre- 
ters at Gnadenbutien, was an exem- 
plary and worthy man. Three of 
these five brethren were above sixty, 
and the other two about fifty years of 
age. Many of the brethren and sisters 
who were murdered, were born of 
Christian parents in the society, and 
were part of those who in the years 
1763 and 1764 had been taken under 
the protection of the Pennsylvania go- 
vernment, while the Paxton boys (as 
they called themselves) daringly threat- 
ened to murder them. Here they were 
now murdered ! together with the chil- 
dren !—-the loving children!—who so 
harmoniously raised their voices in the 
chapel—at their schools, and in their 
parents’ houses, in singing praises to 
the Lord !—-those, whose tender years, 
innecent countenances, and tears, made 
no impression on these pretended white 
Christians, were all butchered with the 
rest.”” 

It is not necessary to make many 
comments upon this narrative. The 
doctrine of passive submissson, and 
non-resistance under the infliction of 
injuries, is undoubtedly carried to an 
extreme ; but this very circumstance 
renders the change of character the 
more surprising. ‘These Indians, be- 
fore their conversion to Christianity; 
were as brave and fearless, as pas- 
sionate and revengeful, as unshackled 
and uncontrollable, as averse from ja- 
bour, and impatient of domestick life 
as any of their heathen brethren. How 
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powerful, then, was that principle, 
which, while they retained all their 
former power of inflicting injuries, 
could render them so mild and patient 
and forgiving under injuries, so confid- 
ing and submissive, so industrious and 
regular, so ardent in their love towards 
God, so constant in their friendship for 
mankind ! J. 


——— 
To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 


A WEEKLY paper, called the Roman 
Catholick Miscellany, is published in 
Charleston, South Carolina, which I 
sometimes see,and peruse. It is, as 
might be supposed from its title, devot- 
ed to the interests of the Roman church, 
but, in addition to this, is filled with 
the local concerns of the Irish. In this 
paper of July 10 last, p. 46, is the fol- 
lowing paragraph : , 

‘To this moment, many well-dis- 
posed, and otherwise well-informed 
people, in the south, are really under 
the impression, that catholicks believe 
the pope can dispense with the obliga- 
tion of oaths, contracts, and agree- 
ments.” 

Upon this passage, I ask permission 
to subjoin a few remarks. 

If the pope be infallible ; if the uni- 
ty of the Roman catholick church, in 
her faith, her discipline, and her con- 
duct, be the same in all ages of the 
world, as the catholicks teach, and, I 
presume, believe, then tbe infallibility 
of his holiness, und the principles of 
the church, must be the same, in every 
respect, now, as they were in days of 
old. If the Roman catholicks do not 
now believe that the pope “can dis- 
pense with the obligation of oaths,” it 
is a gratifying evidence of the increas- 
ed illumination of their mind, of their 
honesty, their good sense, and their 
obedience to God, and the laws of the 
country in which they live. But, in 
this respect, I apprehend, his holiness 
and they will be at issue ; for we find 
it upon record that the popes not only 
claimed the right, but exercised the 
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power of dispensing with the obligation 
of oaths.” 

I am, Mr. Editor, one of the ‘‘ peo- 
ple in the south,” who, from my course 
of reading, have-believed in this fact. 
If my impressions are wrong, I freely 
declare, I shall take “great pleasure in 
abandoning them. It is my desire to 
think well of all churches, which are 
built wpon the ** Rock of ages;” and 
I take more delight in viewing the 
bright, than the dark side of a picture. 
On the present subject, | would wish 
that the fact could be proved against 
me. It is my wislito think differently 
from what I do; and if the following 
facts car be disproved, I shall cheer- 
fully yield my opinion. 


‘*For the dignity and defence of 


God’s holy church,” says pope Gre- 
gory VII., ‘‘in the name of almighty 
God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; 
I depose from imperial and royal ad- 
ministration king Henry, son of Henry, 
sometime emperor, who too boldly and 
rashly hath laid hands on thy church ; 
and I aésolve all Christians subject to 
the empire, from that oath whereby 
they were wont to plight their faith 
unto true kings: for it is right, tuat he 
should be deprived of dignity, who 
doth endeavour to diminish the majesty 
of the church. Go to, therefore, most 
holy princes of the apostles, and what 
I said, by interposing your authority, 
confirm ; that all men may now at 
length understand, if ye can bind and 
loose in heaven, that ye also can upon 
earth take away and give empires, 
kingdoms, and whatsoever mortals can 
have.” 

Pope Urban If. declared, that ‘* sub- 
jects are by no authority constrained to 
pay the fidelity which they have sworn 
to a Christian prince, who opposes God 
and his saints, or violateth their pre- 
cepts.” 

*« Pope Paschall II. deprived Henry 
IV. and excited enemies to persecute 
him ; telling them that they could not 
offer a more .acceptable~ sacrifice to 
God, than by impugning him, who en- 
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deavoured to take the kingdom fron 
God’s church.” 

Pope Innocent III. deposed the ep. 
peror Otho IV. when a council, held 4 
Rome, ordained that, if a “ tempor 
lord, being required and admonished 
by the church, should neglect to purge 
his territory from heretical filth, he 
should, by the metropolitan, and _ the 
other comprovincial bishops, be noose( 
in the band of excommunication ; and 
that if he should slight to make satis. 
faction within a year, it should be Sigs 
nified to the pope, that he might from 
that time denounce the subjects ab. 
solved from their fealty to him, and 
expose the territory to be seized on 
by catholicks.” 

Pope Innocent IV. declared the em- 
peror Frederick II. to be his vassal, 
and in his general council of Lyons, 
denounced a sentence of deprivation 
against him in the following words: 
‘* We having, about the foregoing and 
many other his wicked miscarriages, 
had before a careful deliberation with 
our brethren, and the holy council, 
seeing that we, althcugh unworthy, do 
hold the place of Jesus Christ on earth, 
and that it was said unto us in the per- 
son of St. Peter the apostle, whatever 
thou shalt bind on earth the said 
prince (who hath rendered himself un- 
worthy of empire and kingdoms, and 
of all honour and ‘dignity, and who for 
his iniquities is cast away by God, that 
he should not reign or command, being 
bound by bis sins, and cast away, and 
deprived by the Lord of all honour and 
dignity,) do show, denounce, and ac- 
cordingly by sentence deprive ; absolv- 
ing all who are held bound by oath of 
allegiance, from such oath for ever.’ 

Pope Boniface VIII. hath a decree 
extant in the canon law, running thus; 
** We declare, say, define, pronounce 
it to be of necessity to salvation, for 
every humen creature to be subject to 
the Roman pontiff ;”’ and that he might 
not be misunderstood, he declares that 
** one sword must be under another, 
aud the temporal must be sybject tv 
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ye spiritual power—whence if the 
arthly power doth go astray, it must, 
ye judged by the spiritual power.” 
This was confirmed by pope Leo X. 
nd the Lateran council. 

Pope Clement V. declared, in the 

eat synod of Vienna, that the empe- 
ror was subject to him. 

Pope Clement VI. pretended to de- 
nose the emperor Lewis IV. 

Pope Pius V. begins his bull against 


sueen Elizabeth in these words: “ He 


hat reigneth on high, to whom 's given 
all power in heaven and in earth, hath 
committed the one holy catholick and 
apostolical church, out of which there is 
no salvation, to one alone on eartli, 
namely, to Peter, prince of the apos- 
tles, and to the Roman pontiff, succes- 
sor of Peter, to be governed with a 
plenitude of power: this one he hath 
constituted prince over all nations, and 
all kingdoms, that he might pluck up, 
destroy, dissipate, ruinate, plant and 
build.”” And in the same bul! he de- 
elares, that ‘* he thereby deprives the 
queen of her pretended right to the 
kingdom, and of all dominion, dignity, 
and privilege whatsoever ; and absolves 
all the nobles, subjects, and people of 
the kingdom, and whoever else have 
sworn to her, from their oath.”’ 

The bull of pope Sixtus V, against 
Henry, king of Navarre, and the prince 
of Conde, contains the following pas- 
sage: ** By the authority of these pre- 
sents, we do absolve and set free all 
persons, as well jointly as severally, 
from any such oath, {of allegiance] and 
from all duty whatsoever in regard of 
dominion, fealty, and obedience, and 
do charge and forbid all and every of 
them, that they do not dare to obey 
them, or any of their admonitions, laws, 
and commands.” 

The above extracts are taken from 
Barrow’s Works, tom. i. p. 540—543. 
fol. ed. Lond. 1741; where the ori- 
ginal Latin is quoted. I shall make 
but one quotation more. 

‘* The bull of deposition,” says bi. 
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shop Burnet, “ is printed in Cherubin’s 
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Bullarum Romanum, which, since ma- 
ny have the confidence to deny mat- 
ters of fact, though most publickly act- 
ed, should be found in the collection 
of papers, the substance of it is as fol- 
lows: ‘The pope, being God’s vicar 
on earth; and according to Jeremy’s 
prophecy, set over nations and king- 
doms, to root out and destroy; and 
having the supreme power over all the 
kings in the whule world, was. bound to 
proceed to due correction,’ &c.— 
* And declares, that if the king [Hen- 
ry VIIT.] and his complices do not ap- 
pear, [at Rome] he has fallen from the 
right to his crown, and they from the 
right to their estates ; and when they 
die, they were to be denied Christian 
burial. He puts the whole kingdom 
under an interdict; and declares all 
the king’s children by the said Anne, 
[queen Anne Boleyn] and the children 
of all his complices, to be under the 
same pains, though they be now under 
age ; and incapacitates them for all 
honours or employments ; and declares 
all the subjects or vassals of the king 
or his complices, absolved from ali 
oaths or obligations to them, and requires 
them to acknowledge them no more.’ 
This bull was dated at Rome, Aug. 30, 
1535, and was carried ifito execution 
by another bull, dated Dec. 17, 1538.” 
Burnet’s Hist. of the Reformation, vol. 
i. p. 245, fol. ed. Lond. 1681. See 
likewise Father Paul’s Hist. of the 
Council of Trent, p. 86, 87, Lond. 
1629, or in the Latin edition, A. D. 
1622, p. 97, 98. 

The foregoing extracts, I trust, will 
be deemed sufficient to warrant the 
‘people in the south,” in believing 
that the pope does, or did, claim and 
exercise the right of ‘* dispensing with 
the obligation of oaths.” 

The pope is a temporal sovereign, 
with troops at his command, as well 
as a bishop directing ‘the spiritual 
concerns of the church of Rome. tp 
which capacity he pretends to this dis. 
pensing power, I am at a loss to de- 
termine. I do not see in the scrip- 
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tures, that St. Peter, or any of the 
apostles, were commissioned to depose 
kings and rulers of nations, or to ab- 
solve their subjects from their oaths of 
allegiance. On the contrary, I find 
St. Peter saying; ‘* submit yourselves 
to every ordinance of man for the 
Lord’s sake ; whether it be to the 
king, as supreme; or unto governours, 
as unto them that are sent by him for 
tHe punishment of evil-doers, and for 
the praise of them that do well.’’* 
As the dispensing power is not to be 
found in the bible, it must be looked 
for among the traditions of the Romish 
church, which the Koman catholicks 
say, ate of the same authority as the 
written word of God. If these tradi- 
tions have ever been committed to 
paper, like the Mishna, I should like 
to see something, which would give 
even a semblance of authority to the 
bishop of Rome, for the exercise of the 
dispensing power. Pope Innocent IV. 
declared that, ** he held the place of Je- 
sus Christ on earth.” I shudder while 
I copy this blasphemy. Pope Pius V. 
declared, as we have seen, that he was 
‘s constituted prince over all nations and 
all kingdoms, that he might pluck up, 
destroy, dissipate, rurnate, plant, and 
build.”” The bull of Paul IIL. con- 
tains the same declaration, and quotes 
the prophet Jeremiah, for his authority. 
In looking at this authority, we find it 
is Jenovan, speaking to the house of 
Israel!!! ¢t Us America included in 
this sweeping power of destruction ? 
America was known when these bulls 
were issued. Does the pope, then, 
arrogate this authority over the United 
States ? Can he change our rulers 
who have been freely elected by a 
majority of our citizens? Can he dis- 
solve our allegiance to the government 
of our choice? Ridiculous! If Ro- 
man catholicks think so, American 
protestants do not. And as we do not 
choose to have our civil rights invaded, 
by any power, secular or spiritual, we 


* 1 Peter, i. 13, 14. 
t Jerem. xviii, 7—1F- 
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should be glad to know, when, and by 
avhat pope, ‘* the power of dispensj 
with oaths,” was officially and publick. 
ly relinquished ? The popes of old, ng 
doubt, deemed the exercise of thats dis. 
pensing power a right appertaining {y 
the Roman see ; but if any pope, sub. 
sequent to those mentioned, has relip. 
quished it, what becomes of the Papal 
infallibility in the reign of those popes, 
and of the vaunted unity of principle; 
and action. in the Roman church! 
They cannot, surely, under these cir. 
cumstances, be the same now, as they 
were at the reformation, If they are, 
then according to the doctrine of the 
Romish church, the pope has the power 
of turning Ms. Monroe out of the pre. 
sidential chair, as a heretick, and of 
placing a creature of his own in his 
place! Is this the opinion of Roman 
catholicks ? It certainly is not the 
opinion of protestants. 

In the holy warfare against here: 
ticks, every protestant is a heretick 
in their opinian, every Roman catho. 
lick prelate is bound by his consecra- 
tion oath, to aid and support the pope, 
[n this oath is the following passage; 
Hereticos, schismaticos et rebelles eidem 
domino nostro vel successoribus predic- 
fis pro esse persequar et tmpugnabo. 
‘* Hereticks, schismaticks, and rebels to 
our said Lord [the pope] or his afore- 
said successors, I will to my power 
persecute and oppose.’’* 

The oath at length, in the original 
Latin, as well as a translation, will be 
found in Barrow. I will copy the 
latter, for the information of those who 
have not an opportunity of consulting 
the works of that author. 

“1, N. elect of the church of N. 
from henceforward will be faithful, and 
obedient to St. Peter the apostle, and 
to the holy Roman church, and to oar 
lord, the lord N. pope N. and to his 
successors canonically coming in. | 
will neither advise, consent, or do any 


* Pontif. Rom. Antwerp, Anno 1626, p. 
59, and p. 86, Apud Barrow’s Works, | 
p- 553. 
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hing that may lose life or member, or 
that their persons may be seized, or 
hands anyw*e laid upon them, or any 
injuries offered to them under any pre- 
tence whatever. The counsel which 
they shall entrust me withal, by them- 
selves, their messengers, or letters, I 
will not knowingly reveal to any, to 
their prejudice. I will help them to 
defend and keep the Roman pa- 
pacy, and the royalties of St. Peter, 
aving my order, against all men. 
The legate of the apostolick see, going 
and coming, | will honourably treat and 
help in his necessities. Zhe rights, 
honours, privileges, and authority of 
the holy Roman church, of our lord the 
pope, and his aforesaid successors, I 
will endeavour to preserve, defend, in- 
erense, and advance. I wiil not be in 
any council, action, or treaty, in which 
shall be plotted against our said lord, 
and the said Roman church, any thing 
to the hurt or prejudice of their persons, 
right, honour, state, or power ; and if 
I shall know diny such thing to be treated 
or agitated by any whatsoever, I will 
hinder it tomy power ; and as soon as 
Ican, will signify it to our said lord, 
or to some other by whom it may come 
to his knowledge. The rules of the holy 


fathers, the apostolick decrees, ordinances 


or disposals, reservations, provisions 
and mandates, I will observe with all 
my might, and cause them to be observed 
by others. Hereticks, schismaticks, and 
rebels to our said lord, or his aforesaid 
successors, I will to my power persecute 
and oppose. I will come to a council 
when I am called, unless I be hindered 
by a canonical impediment. I[ will 
by myself in person visit the threshold 
of the apostles every three years ; and 
give an account to our lord and his 
aforesaid successors, of all my pastoral 
office, and of all things any wise be- 
longing to the state of my church, to 
the discipline of my clergy and people, 
and lastly to the salvation of souls 
committed to my trust; and will in 
like manner humbly receive and dil- 
gently execute the apostolick commands. 
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And if I be detained by a lawful im- 
pediment, I will perform all the things 
aforesaid by a certain messenger here- 
to specially empowered, a member of 
my chapter, or some other in ecclesi- 
astical dignity, or else having a pare. 
sonage ; or in default of these, by a 
priest of the dioces: ; or in default of 
one of the clergy [of the diocese] by 
some other secular or regular priest of 
approved integrity and religion, fully 
instructed in al] things abovemention- 
ed. And such impediment I will 
make out by lawful proofs, to be trans- 
mitted by the aforesaid messenger to 
the cardinal proponent of the holy Ro- 
man church, in the congregation of the 
sacred council. The possessions be- 
longing to my table [ will neither sell 
nor give away, nor mortgage, nor grant 
anew in fee, nor any wise alienate, no, 
not even with the consent of the chap- 
ter of my church, without consult- 
ing the Roman pontiff. And if I shall 
make any alienation, [ will thereby 
incur the penalties contained in a cere 
tain constitution put forth about this 
matter. So*help me God, and the holy 
gospels of God.” 

In conclusion, I would ask the ju- 
rists this question, merely for infor- 
mation, without deciding upon it my- 
self: Whether a citizen of the United 
States can take this oath, and promise 
this obedience, to the pope, he being a 
foreign temporal prince, consistently 
with the allegiance he owes to the 
government of his own country ? 

ONE OF THE PEOPLE IN THE SOUTH. 


a 


: REVIEW 


OF DR. BANCROFT’S SERMONS. 
(Continued from page 289.) 


Havine in our last number consider- 
ed the account which. Dr. Bancroft 
gives of the primitive church, we pro- 
ceed in the present to offer some re- 
marks to our readers on a subject of 
much greater difficulty, the questions 
relative to the sufficiency of the scrip- 
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tures as our,rule of life, and the right 
of private judgment in matters of 
religion. 

‘** The reformers,” says Dr. B., * in 
their dispute with the Romish church, 
took the most tenable ground, which 
they maintained with all the force of 
argument, and all the power of truth, 
viz. ‘ the sufficiency of scripture as a 
rule of faith and practice, and the 
right of private judgment.’ But no 
sooner had they separated a large por- 
tion of the Christian community from 
the catholick communion, than they, 
in direct violation of their own princi- 
ples, assumed the spiritual domination 
over th@ir protestant brethren from 
which they themselves revolted, under 
the Roman pontiff. By their own au- 
thority they established formularies as 
the test of orthodoxy, and they denied 
the Christianity of all who dissented 
from them.” Sermon xiii. p. 193.— 
To this charge of inconsistency, the 
reformers, were they able to answer 
for themselves, would plead, we think, 
not guilty. Dr. B. assumes as usual, 
that his definition of terms is the only 
one of which they are susceptible, and 
consequently the sane which was 
adopted by the reformers. We think 
they understood the terms ‘ sufhi- 
ciency of the scriptures and right of 
private judgment,” in a very diflerent 
sense from that in which they are un- 
derstood by those who now assume the 
title of * liberal Christians.” 

And first as to the sufficiency of the 
scriptures; to know what the reform- 
ers taught on this point, it is necessary 
that we should know the exact state of 
the controversy between them and the 
church of Rome. ‘‘ The controversy 
between us and the hereticks,” says 
cardinal Bellarmine, ‘‘ turns on two 
points. The first which we assert is 
that all necessary doctrine whether of 
faith or morals is not contained in the 
scriptures ; and therefore, secondly, 
that beside the written word of God, 
the unwritten word of God, tbat 1s, 
the divine and apostolick traditions, are 
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requisite. By divine traditions a, 
meant certain instructions given ly 
Christ to his apostles, but no wher 
found in the new testament ; by apos 
tolick traditions, whatever was ins(j, 
tuted by the apostles, under the dire, 
tion of the Holy Spirit, but not recorde 
in their epistles.”’ Bellarm de verbo De 
non scripto, lib. iv. cap. 2, 3. Th 
Romanists therefore, while they asseri. 
ed to the general propusition that th 
word of God is the only rule of faith 
and morals, comprehended under this 
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ters of faith necessary to salvation, and R 
which are not expressly declared in Ps 
the scriptures. In opposition to this, 
the English reformers maintained that 
“holy scripture containeth all things 
necessary to salvation: so that whatso 
ever is not read therein, nor may be 
proved thereby, is not to be required 
of any man, that it should be believed 
as an article of the faith, or be thought 
requisite or necessary to salvation.’ 
Article vi. entitled ‘* of the suiliciency . v 
of the holy scriptures for salvation.” — re 
The same sentiment is expressed in the r 


wort 
forw 
the 
the : 
trine 
expl 
wor 
pres 
sive 


ae mor 
first homily entitled ‘a fruitful ex: on 
hortation to the reading and knowledge - 
of holy scripture.” ‘* Unto a Chris; 


tian man there can be nothing either had 
more necessary or profitable, than thefhy 
knowledge of holy scripture, foras- 
, er STE hr cath 
much as in it is contained God’s irue - 
. . ° ) 
word, setting forth his glory, and also forb 
man’s duty. And there is no trut/ vies 
a ’ J? 4 4 ¢ a d/l NO sec u 
doctrine necessary for our justification ibe, 
and everlasting salvation, but that is, it a 
or may be, drawn out of that fountain lick 
and well of truth?’ So again, ‘ Let 


the 


B« , ., » Bloor 
us diligently search for the well of lite 
. . oe tute 
in the books of the new and old testa: es 
ments, and not run to the stinking pud- ell 
dles of men’s traditions, devised by ie 
men’s imagination, for our justification ag 
and salvation. For in holy scripture ce 
is fully contained what we ought to do, §,. 
: : usm 
and what to eschew, what to believe, dep 


what to love, and what to look for at abet 
God’s hands at length.” The cate-B,,;.. 
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chism ascribed to Nowell, which ap- 
ars to have been sanctioned by the 
bishops, and set forth by publick author- 
ity in 1570, has the following question 
and answer. ‘*Q, Dost thou then af- 
firm that all things necessary to godli- 
ness and salvation are contained in the 
written word of God? A. Yea: for it 
were a point of intolerable ungodliness 
and madness, to think either that God 
had left an imperfect doctrine, or that 
man were able to make that perfect 
which God left imperfect.” It will be 
evident to our readers that al] these 
expressions were levelled against the 
Romish doctrine of ** an unwritten 
word of God,” and that when the re- 
formers 
the scriptures, it was in opposition to 
the assertion that “ all necessary doc- 
trine whether of faith or morais is not 
expressly contained in the written 
word,” ** in scripturis non contineri ex- 
presse totam doctrinam necessariam, 
msive de fide, sive de moribus.” Bellarm. 
YB ut sup. As all the continental retor- 
mers agreed on this point with those 
of England, it is unnecessary to say 
more in order to prove what they 
meant when they spoke of the sufli- 
yi ciency of the scriptures. 
5, * But,”’ savs Dr. Bancroft, ‘no sooner 
had they separated a large portion ot 
the Christian community trom the 
catholick communion,” &c. Separated 
from the catholick communion ! God 
forbid. Though Dr. B., and his ob- 
sequious conmnittee, who talk of * the 
liberty of protestants, for the enjoyment 
of which the y separated trom the catho- 














é lick church.”’ may be willing to concede 
fog Our Roman brethren that they consti. 
es tute the church catholick, we are by 


a no means willing to make such a con- 
it ‘ 


J cession. We are members, and we 
on  uust sound members, of the catholick 
eh t universal church, having been made 
to, 4° when we were born. into it by bap- 
ve, Bs; and we are not willing to be 
J deprived of our birthright, because a 
pe portion, and a corrupted portion of 


thiscatholick church arrogantly claims 
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so exclusive an epithet. But to let 
this pass as only one instance of that 
loose and inaccurate mode of expres- 
sion which pervades the whole book, 
let us proceed to consider the charge 
itself. ‘‘In direct violation of their 
own principles,’ says Dr. B., * they 
(the reformers) assumed the spiritual 
domination over their protestant breth- 
ren, from which they themselves revolt- 
ed under the Roman pontiff?? To 
support this broad assertion he ought 
to have shown that the reformers re- 
quired as articles of faith necessary to 
salvation what cannot be proved from 
the scriptures. He assumes this ; but 
assumption is one thing and_ proof 
another. We shall confine our remarks 
at present to the conduct of the English 
retormers ; both because they are 
those with which we are more immedi- 
ately concerned, and because we wish 
as much as possible to narrow the 
ground of argument. 

‘* By their own authority,’ continues 
Dr. B.,*‘ they established formularies as 
the test of orthodoxy.” In the first 
place what did they establish? The 
creeds for the laity, the thirty-nine ar- 
ticles for the clergy, and the book of 
common prayer and administration of 
the sacraments for both. With regard 
to the creeds, the reformers indeed 
afiirmed that they ‘ ought Sorat 
to be received and believed: W hy? 
On their own authority? No: they 
say no such thing. In fact they never 
had an idea of requiring a belief i 
them on a ‘ir own authority. They 
expressly disclaim it ; for they add as a 
reason why they ought to be so received, 
** for they may be proved by most certain 
warrantsof holy scripture.” Art. viii, 
So again in the twentieth article. ‘It 
is not lawful for the church to ordain 
any thing that‘7s contrary to God's 
words written, neither may it so ex- 
pound one place of scripture, that it be 
repugnant to another. Wherefore, al- 
though the church be a witness and a 
keeper of holy writ, yet as it ought 
not te decree any thing against the 
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same ; 80 besides the same ought it not 
to enforce any thing to be believed for 
necessity of salvation.” Is there then 
no difference between declaring, with 
the reformers, in what sense they un- 
derstood the scriptures, and declaring, 
with the church of Rome, that all 
things necessary to salvation are not 
contained in the scriptures ? Is there 
no difference between presenting to 
the laity a summary“f the chief arti- 
cles of Christian faith, drawn from the 
scriptures, and the imposition of articles 
of faith which are confessedly no where 
to be found in the scriptures? If there 
be a difference, Dr B.’s charge of in- 
consistency is wholly without founda- 
tion ; but if there be no difference, we 
beg leave to ask whether he does not 
involve himself in his own charge ? 
Does not Dr B. every time he goes 
into the pulpit, attempt to maintain 
and prove from the scriptures what he 
considers to be Christian doctrine? and 
does he not thereby “ in direct viola- 
tion of his own principles assume the 
Spiritual domination over his protestant 
brethren ?”” 


No, say the committee of 
Dr, B.'s parish who have published his 


sermons, ‘“ doctrinal discourses from 
the pulpit are now seldom heard with 
satisiaction, or even with patience, if the 
preacher proposes to do more than to 
aid the inquiries of his hearers. They 
will hardly. suffer him to prescribe a 
creed for their adoption, or to de- 
nounce them for the independent exer- 
cise of their Christian liberty. Every 
man, indeed, who has much reputation 
to preserve as adivine and a scholar, 
finds it necessary to be cautious in 
stating opinions to be adopted by 
others, which cannot be defended by 
the soundest expositions of scripture, 
and the fairest deductions of enlighten- 
ed reason. Introd, p. iii. iv.—We 
were of opinion that there was some- 
thing more than a regard to reputation, 
which ought to operate upon the mind 
of a preacher of the gospel. We verily 
thought with St. Paul, that “it is re- 
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quired in stewards, that a man be foun; 
faithful. But with me it is a very smal 
thing that I should be judged of yu 
or of man’s judgment.” We considep. 
ed the office of one who is require 
not to ‘* handle the word of God de 
ceitfully,”> as one which invoived 4 
most awful responsibility, a responsi. 
bility to that great Being, who wil 
come to demand of him an account o 
his ministry. But the committee hav 
set us right on this subject. The cler 
gyman is no longer an ambassador of 
Christ, proclaiming the terms of sal. 
vation to sinful men, but he is a lecturer 
to a set of criticks, who are constant. 
ly on the watch to detect an imposi- 
tion on their understanding, and pro- 
claiming to the preacher, ‘‘ Take care, 
sir, what you advance, for you are 
speaking at the peril ef your reputa- 
tion, as adivine and a.scholar.” But 
to let this pass, it is sufficiently amus- 
ing to hear of * the independent exercise 
of their Christian liberty,” and ‘* the 
soundest expositions of scripture, and 
the fairest deductions of enlightened 
reason.” What does all this prove, 
but that Dr. Bancroft is an expert 
angler, and has caught them upon his 
hook, while they thought they were 
running off withafly ? Dr. Bancroft’s 
creed, in all its essential particulars, 
is their creed. And it is so with all 
congregations which have not writteu 
formularies. If men are to unite to 
gether at all, it must be under 4 
minister who expounds @e scriptures 
in some specifick manner. The laity 
have no liberty in the case, excepting 
that of retiring from the preaching of a 
minister who does not suit them ; and 
even that they have not if the town in 
which they live is not large enough to 
support two, or if the ministers happea 
to agree in sentiment. Where then, 
we should be glad to know, is all this 
boasted liberty of the laity ? As for the 
ministers, they have liberty enough. 
They pray what they please, and thes 
preach what they please; and prov'c- 
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ed they have knowledge enough of hu- 
man nature to retain their popularity, 
they may carry their people with 
them wherever they choose to lead. 
We appeal on this subject to the test 
of experience ; and to the experience 
too of the people of New England. It 
js a well-known fact, that the fathers 
of New England were, to a man, doc- 
trinal Calvinists; and that one of the 
charges preferred by them against the 
great body of the church of England, 
from which they separated, was, that 
‘sey had utterly subverted ‘the faith 
in the important points of predesti- 
nation, free-will, justification, perse- 
verance, and some other things which 
that church requires all her children 
to give their assent and consent un- 
to.” Mather’s Magn. b. i. c. v. sec. 3. 
Mather refers his reader for a descrip- 
tion of the religion of the first settlers, 
to the account by governour Winslow, 
who, he says, *‘ gives us to understand 
that they are entirely of the same faith 
with the reformed churches in Europe, 
only in their church government, they 
are endeavourous after a reformation 
more thorough, than what is in many of 
them.” Magn. b. i. c.iii.s. 7. They 
had no idea of any further reformation 
in doctrine, bu: only in discipline.* 


* An attempt has been made, by the uni- 
tarians, to press the Leyden pastor, John 
Robinson, into their service, by quoting his 
famous address to the Plymouth colony, as 
an evidence that in his opinion there would 
be further light thrown on the subject of doc- 
trine. But whoever considers the language 
of Mr. Winslow, above quoted, and other 
passages in Mather’s Magnalia, (see especial- 
ly b. ii. c. i. s. 3, 7.) will perceive, we think, 
that he had reference only to a further refor- 
mation in church government and discipline. 
“For my part,”” said Robinson, ‘* I cannot 
sufficiently bewail the condition of the reform- 
ed charches, who are come,to a period in re- 
igion ; and will go at present no further than 
the instruments of their first reformation. 
The Lutherans cannot be drawn to go be- 
yond what Luther saw ; whatever part of 
his will our good God has imparted and re- 
vealed unto Calvin, they will rather die than 
‘mbrace it. And the Calvinists, you see, 
‘tick fastewhere they were left by that great 
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‘*¢ It was once,” says’ Mather, “‘ an un- 
righteous and injurious aspersion, cast 
upon the churches of New England, 
that the world knew not their princi- 
ples ; whereas, they took all the occa- 
sions imaginable, to make all the world 
know, that in the doctrinal part of re- 
ligion, théy have agreed entirely with 
the reformed churches of Europe ; 
and that they desired, most particular- 
ly, to maintain the faith professed by 
the churches of old England, the coun- 
try whereto was oWing their original.” 
Bb, v. p. 1. s. 1. 

Such was the state of the churches . 
of New England in the year 1680 ; 
but if we look forward filty or sixty 
years, we shall find that the ministers, 
and Gonsequently their congregations, 
had generally become what is now 
popularly known by the name of mod- 
erate Calvinists. We say popularly,for, 
in strictness of speech, there can be no 
such thing as moderate Calvinism. The 
five points are so intimately connected, 
that one cannot be relinquished with- 
out dissolving the system. What was 
termed moderate Calvinism, consisted, 
in fact, of a cautious abstinence from 
perplexing and bewi: tering speculations 
on the subject of divi e decrees ard bu- 
man free agency. Ina vord, the divines 
of New England had assimilated very 
much in doctrine to the clergy of the 
church of England. They were what 
the venerable Dr. Lathrop, of West 
Springfield, was, within the recollection 
of many of ourreaders. ‘The sermons 
of that pious and excellent man, are, 


man of God, who yet saw not all things.” 
The term Calvinist was applied in various 
senses, according to the subject of controver- 
sy. The Lutherans called them Calvinists 
who opposed Luther’s doctrine of consub- 
stantiation. Those who maintained. the 
presbyterian form of church government de- 
vised by Calvin, were called, on that account, 
discipline Calvinists. Robinson thought the 
Calvinistick form of church government an 
improvement upon Episcopacy, but still he 
did not think it sufficiently scriptural. As 


to the doctrine of the Calvinists, he agreed 
with them, and had no idea that on this point 
any reformation was needed. 
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we conceive, a fair specimen of what 
the old and respectable ministers of 
New England generally taught, before 
the coming of Mr. Whitfield ; and they 
are very much like the sermons which 
are preached at this day in the Epis: 
copal churches of England, Scotland, 
and America. But the arrival of Mr. 

Whitfield produced a very great change 
in the state of things. Numbers of the 
New England ministers were captivat- 
ed by his preaching, and espoused his 
doctrine, concerniitg the mode of the 
Holy Spirit’s operation upon the mind 
of man. Hence they were called the 
new lights, and the ministers who op- 
posed the innovations and extravagances 
of Mr. Whitheld, were called the 
old lights. Now in what manner were 
the people affected by these divisions 
among the ministers?’ Did not the 
congregations of the new light minis- 
ters become new lights ? And did not 
the congregations of the old light minis- 
ters remain old lights? W hatever the 
ministers Peek onges were the people. 

And, we ask again, is not such the case 
at the present day ? We have not suf- 
ficient information, respecting the ac- 
tual state of the orthodox ministers, to 
know how many of them retain the old 
light character ; but we ask, whether 
those religious revivals which are com- 
mon in all the congregations of the new 
light ministers, are. not in an equal de- 
gree uncommon where the minister does 
not happen to be of the Whitfieldian 
class? If so, it exhibits evident proof 
of the personal influence of the minis- 
ter in directing the faith of the congre- 
gation. At the first introduction of 
the new light system, some of the old 
light ministers were led by their op- 
position to it, into an extreme beyond 
the point of moderate Calvinism, and 
under the name of Arminians, began to 
lean at least towards the Arian and Pe- 
lagian heresies. But there being no 
liturgy, and no ‘test by which their re- 

ligious sentiments could be tried, the 
éhange went on imperceptibly, till at 
fength the publication of a pamphlet 
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in 1815, taken from Mr. Belsham’s life 
of Theophilus Lindsay, and entitled, 
American unitarianism, developed the 
fact, that a great proportion of the 
congregational. ministers in Bostog, 
and in many of the adjecans towns, 
had become unitarians.* Till this 
time, the great mass of their con. 
gregations “did not dream that they 
had forsaken the tenets of their fore. 
fathers. In the language of one of the 
wits of Boston, * the weathercocks had 
turned sev eval points, while the swal- 
lows sat contentedly on their respective 
vanes, without being sensible of the 
motion.” And what was the fact when 
the discovery was made? Did their 
congregations desert them, as the pub- 
lishers ot that pamphlet expected ? On 
the contrary, they warmly espoused 
their cause ; what was before conduct- 
ed in secret, and by negative means, is 
now done openly and wiih the most 
energetick activity. There are a few 
perhaps, who are discontented with the 
change, but these are retiring, one by 
one, to other places of worship, while 
the great body are ranging themselves 
under their respective leaders, despis- 
ing and ridiculing the faith which their 
forefathers venerated. ‘These facts, 
we think, exbibit striking proof how 
little the laity are disposed to avail 
themselves of what the Worcester com- 
mittee call ** the independent exercise 
of their Christian liberty.”” Whether 
it arise from indifference about religious 
truth, or from confidence in their pas- 
tor’s wisdom and integrity, we pretend 
not to say ; but so itis, that the great 
body of those congregations which 
have no publick written formularies, 


* When we use the term * unitfarians,” in 
this article, we do it merely from courtesy to 
Dr. B. and his friends. Properly speaking, 
no Christians are so strictly unitarian,as those 
who maintain the trinity in unity. Dr. B. 
should call himself a ‘* duarian,” for though 
he denies to our Saviour what he is pleased 
to call “* the supreme Divinity,” he neverthe- 
less admits that he is called God in some in- 
feriour sense. What is this, after all, but 
making two Gods ? 
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are disposed to consider their minister 
ys their standard of doctrine. The 
question, then, is, not whether the laity 
Pa to have formuldties, but whether 
hey are to have written formularies. 
telastes of some kind they must 
have. Wherever two or more persons 
agree in any particular exposition of 
scripture, the tenets, which they hold 
in common, may justly be called their 
creed. And this creed generally de- 
nds upon the representations made 
io them by their minister. If then, 
from the very nature of the case, the 
minister of each congregation will have 
some system of religious doctrine, in 
which he will instruct his people, 
written formulary can restrain no lib- 
erty excepting that of the pastor. And 
we think we shall be able to show that 
such a restraint will increase the liberties 
and preserve the privileges of the laity. 
In our number for January, we 
presented to our readers a collation 
of the apostles* creed, with the corres- 
pondent passages in the scriptures, by 
which every article of it may be 
proved. ‘This creed is not an exposi- 
tion of scripture, but merely a sum- 
mary of the principal points of Chris- 
tian faith in the very words of scrip- 
ture. This is the profession of faith, 
made at baptism, and consequently the 
terms of lay-communion. It has been 
received as such, from so early a pe- 
tiud, and has been so generally and 
30 universally” maintained, that we 
know not a single Christian nation, or 
a single denomination, of all who pro- 
fess and call themselves Christians, 
the unitarians excepted, which has not 
received and assented to it. ‘This 
creed, then, being established as the 
standard of communion, in the church, 
the laity know from it their privileges. 
They cannot be excluded from com- 
munion because on speculative points 
they are followers of Calvin, or of 
Luther, of Arminius, of Hopkins, or of 
Wesley. Let the minister be of what 
sentiments he may on these subjects, 
he cannot deprive the laity of their 
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right of communion, on the ground 
that they do not come up to his stan- 
dard. 

The Nicene creed is nearly the 
same with the apostles’ creed, except- 
ing that it is more enlarged with re- 
spect to the divinity of the Son and 
Holy Ghost. If Dr. B. affirms that 
this.is the establishment of a doctrine 
not found in the scriptures, we only 
say that he assumes, as usual, the very 
point to be proved. On the credit ot 
his own belief, he has led his con- 
gregation to receive it as a fact, that 
the doctrine in this creed was first 
‘‘ publickly asserted,” in the council 
of Nice; (p. 179.) and he has the 
assurance to call the commencement 
of the fourth century, ‘‘an ignorant 
age of the church.” It is really some 
exercise of patience, to read such as- 
sertions. After the immense learning 
with which bishop Bull has defended 
the Nicene faith from the charge of 
novelty, comes Dr. Bancroft with his 
whisk and sweeps down the whole 


fabrick, to the entire satisfaction of 
his Worcester committee, with the 
simple expressiun of his belief. As 


an evidence how totally unfounded 
are such assertions, we shall lay be- 
fore our readers the following extract 
from the works of lreneus, who was 
born about the year ninety-seven 
of the Christian wra, and who is the 
earliest of the writers now extant, 
whose subject led him to speak of a 
summary of the Christian faith. ‘The 
church,” says that apostolick bishop, 
‘* although dispersed over all the world, 
from one cfd of the earth to the 
other, received from the apostles and 
their disciples, the belief in one God, 
the Father, Almighty, Maker of hea- 
ven and earth and sea, and all things 
in then: And in one Christ Jesus the 
Son of God, who was incarnate for our 
salvation: And in the Holy Ghost, who 
preached, by the prophets, the dis- 
pensations [of God,] and the advent, 
and nativity of (or from) a virgin, and 
passion, and resurrection from the 
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dead, and the incarnate ascension of 
his beloved Son, Christ Jesus our Lord, 
into heaven, and his coming again from 
heaven in the glory of the Father, to 
sum up (cdraxsParniararSas) all things, 
and raise the flesh of all mankind, that 
according to the will of the invisible 
Father, every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in the 
earth, and things under the earth, to 
Jesus Christ our Lord, and God, and 
Saviour, and King, and that every 
tongue should confess to bim, and that 
he should exercise just judgment upon 
all, and send spiritual wickednesses, 
and the transgressing and apostate 
angels, with all ungodly, unrighteous, 
lawless, and blaspheming men, into 
everlasting fire; but grauting life to 
all righteous and holy men, that keep 
his commandments and persevere in 
his love, some from the beginning, 
others, after repentance, should conifer 
on them immortality, and invest them 
with eternal glory. 

** The church, having, as we have 
before said, received this preaching, and 
this faith, though she be dispersed over 
the whole world, diligently guards the 
same as inhabiting one house. And, 
in like manner, she believes them as 
having one heart and one soul, and 
harmonious'y preaches, and teaches, 
and transmits tbem down as having one 
mouth.” Irenawus, adv. Heres. lib. i, 
cap. x. 1,2. . 

Let our readers compare the Nicene 
creed with this extract trom Lrenwus, 
and then let them judge whether Dr. 
Bancroft was not guilty of some teme- 
rity, when he asserted tht the Nicene 
faith had never been ‘‘ publickly de- 
elared” before the year 325, in which 
that council held its session. lrenaus 
asserts, that “ neither the churches 
founded in Germany, nor those in 
Iberia, (Spain.) nor those among the 
Celts, (France,) nor the Eastern church- 
es, nor those in Egypt, or Libya, nor 
those founded in the midst of the world, 
(by which he meant Jerusalem,and the 
aljacent churches, then supposed to be 
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in the central point of the earth,) by 

or taught any other faith. But as, 

and the same sun enlightened all ¢ 

world ; so the preaching of this try 
shone all over and enlightened all me 
that were willing to come to the kno 

edge of the truth.” Christian reade 
which are we to believe ? Irenzus 

Dr. Bancroft ? Irenzus, who, though 
French bishop, was a native of Smy 
na, and the disciple of Polycarp, th 
bishop of his native church, who w 
also the disciple of St. John ; or D 
Bancfoit, who has told us himself th; 
all his knowledge is derived fro 
** Mosheim, Priestley, Campbell, an 
the appropriate articles in Rees’s C 
clopedia !”’ 

So far, then, were our reformers fr 
‘* establishing” the creeds ** as the te 
of orthodoxy on their own authority, 
that they established them (if indee 
the term establish is to be applied t 
what is only retained) because ** the 
may be proved by most certain war 
rants of holy scripture.” And so fi 
were they from presuming to give ang” 
interpretation of the scriptures of thei 
own devising, that they give tbat on! 
which the Christian church from t! 
beginning, and wherever disperse 
throughout the world, bas constantl 
received. Iu opposition to the doc 
trine of an unwritten word of God, thi® 
belief of which was necessary to sal 
vation, they maintained the sufficienc 
of the scriptures ; bdt they neve 
meant to say, either that the scripture 
required no interpretation, or that it 
that interpretation every individual wa 
to follow his own private fancy. Ti 
appears to be Dr. Bancroft’s sense o 
the right of private judgment, concer 
ing which, we shall now proceed ‘ 
make a few observations, 

The church of Rome maintains the! 
the scriptures, being obscure, need 
an interpreter ; that God being theif 
author, there are often twWo senses, 4 
literal or historick, and a spiritual 0 
mystick sense. The spiritual sense 
though to be found iv both testament 
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not to be found in every sentence of 
om. Concerning the literal sense, 
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all qgpubts arise from two causes ; first the 
s tragmbiguity of the words themselves, 







Il mad secondly, where the meaning of 
kno words is clear, the uncertainty 
eademmmether the sentence is to be taken in 





simple or figurative sense. But the 
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oughame sense of the scriptures must be un- 
Smygeerstood by the author of the scrip- 
p, tiggres, the Holy Spirit. ‘This. Spirit, say 
10 waey, is to be found in the church, that 
or Dg ina council of bishops confirmed 
if thay the pope, or in the pope himself, as 













e visible head of the church. On this 
tter point, they are at variance ; some 
aintaining that the pope alone iswena- 
ed, by the Holy Spirit, to be an in- 
lible judge ; others, that this infalli- 
lity resides in a geverai council act 

g by his summons and under his au- 
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ndeeqpority. Bellarm. de verbo, Dei. lib 
ied qi cap. iii. To this sentence, when 
themee passed, every private Christian 
wargpust submit under pain of eternal dam- 
so {ygmtion in the world to come, and of 
e an@mnishinent in this world, as a_ rebel 
the@mainst this authority, if he makes any 
t oniqgvert declaration of his dissent, or at- 
n th mpts to promulgate his sentiments to 
ersegme disturbance of the peace of the 
‘antigmurch. : 
doc, On the other hand, Dr. RB. and bis 
1, thpsociates maintain that the language 
o sal! the scriptures being ambiguous from 
iencmme Causes assigned by the Romanists, 
sevelne Teason of every individual is to de- 
‘tureqgide in what sense it is to be interpret- 


at ig’; and as God has given to every 
lan a certain degree of the reasoning 
ower, he will never condemn any one 
br interpreting the scriptures in that 
ense which appears to him most ra- 
onal, even supposing it to be, in fact, 
rroneous. We think we have fairly 
ated the views of this subject, taken 
enerally, by those who call themselves 
rational Christians.’” We could show 
is, perhaps, more explicitly, from the 
anguage of other writers, but as we 
resume it will not be contested that 
uch is their principle, we shall confine 
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ourselves to the expressions of Dr. B. 
“« Language,” says he, ‘* is necessarilv 
ambiguous. Particular words, and ¢ 
ten whole sentences, will bear differe 
meanings. Serm. iv. p. 60. “* T! 
natural understandings of men diffe », 
their education is dissimilar, and their 
course of life is various. These circum. 
stances lead to different views of re! - 
gion and of all other subjects. A tru‘h 
that is plain and evident to the man »! 
ten talents, may be unintelligible toh 
who possesses but one. Serm. i. p. 2¢ 

** Reason and revelation, | thir, 
warrant the position, that every m 
who seriously endeavours to acqu 
the knowledge of divine truth, a 
habitually practises according to t 
dictates of an enlightened conscien 
will be accepted at the final judgmer 
but the individual who complies w 
this condition of acceptance, can 
positively ascertained only by him w 
knows the heart. p. 22. 

‘* Though we do not pretend to co 
prehend God in his attributes, in ' 
works or ways, yet we say that « 
duty extends no further than our « 
pacity for knowledge extends ; a 
that we cannot consistently admit a 
position asa doctrine of divine re1 
lation which consists of a set of ter 
conveying no distinct ideas to 1 
mind.”? p. 27. 

ii will be seen, then, that the Rom 
church, and these ** rational or libe 
Christians,”* agree as to the total am 
guity of words and sentences in the | 
ly scriptures, and difler only as to 1 
judge in the case. The Holy Spi 
say the Romanists ; human reason, s 
the unitarians. ‘The pope ora gene 
council, say the Romanists ; the rea: 
of every individual,say the unitaria1 
he who trusts to the decision of 
pope, and implicitly follows it, say | 
Romanists, will never be condemr 
for so doing, because he trusts in I 
whom God hath set in his church | s 
the infallible judge of all controversi 
he who trusts to his own reason, say 
the unitarians, will not be condemned 
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because he makes use of the faculties 
which God has given him, and God will 
not require him to believe what ap- 
pears to him unintelligible. 

The ultimate difference then is, that 
the unitarians make the reason of eve- 
ry man a pope, while the Romanists 


confine this privilege to the bishop of 


Rome. 

We ought to mention, that there is 
a class of protestants, who as much ar- 
rogate to themselves the title of “ spi- 
ritual Christians,” as Dr. B. and his as- 
sociates do that of * rational.’’ These 
** spiritual Christians” maintain, with 
the church of Rome, that the Holy Spi- 
xit being the author of the scriptures, 
he alone can properly defermine their 
sense ; whence they infer that human 
reason or learning are of no use ; that 
the teaching of the Spirit enables each 
favoured individual to determine the 
true sense of the scriptures ; and that 
all to whom he does not vouchsafe this 
teaching, must walk on still in dark- 
ness, under a_ positive inability to do 
any thing by which the seals of this 
mystick volume may be opened. 

All these extravagances of  senti- 
ment were avoided by our enlightened 
relormers, They disclaimed infallibi- 
lity in any man or in any body of men. 
The high pretentions of the church of 
Rome were met by the unanswerable 
argument that both popes, and councils 
calling themselves general, have contra- 
dicted one another. But as the Holy 
Spirit cannot dictate opposite conclu- 
sions to the mind, the parties pretend- 
ing to inspiration must agree among 
themselves before we car be required 
to admit their claims. ‘The same an- 
swer guards against the enthusiasm of 
those private Christians who lay claim 
to inspiration, and discard the use of 
reason and the assistance of human 
learning. ‘The pretenders to this ex- 
traordinary illumination have diilered 
in their interpretation ; consequently 
they are bound to prove their bigh pre- 
tensions before it becomes our duty to 
admit them. 
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There remains then no other test, 
which we can determine the sense ; 
the scriptures, but that of enlighten 
reason ; the reason of man enlighteng 
by the Spirit of God, and by all ¢ 
aids of human learning. And, if thy 
reasoning powers of every man we 
pertect, and his will were pure ; if th 
were neither disturbed by passion, ng 
limited by ignorance, there would } 
no dispute on this point, between y 
and the unitarians. But since there j 
a vast inequality in the native power 
of men’s minds, since there is a greg 
deal of obliquity in the human will, by 
which beliet is greatly regulated ; since 
the various pursuits and avocations ¢ 
mankind, forbid their attaining to the 
same degree of knowledge ; and since in 
consequence there have been endles 
disputes raised upon almost every poiul 
of Christian faith and practice ; the 
question still remains, who has this er 
lightened reason? We maintain that 
it dues not exist im any one individual, 
orin any small number of men, butin 
the great body of professing Christians, 
the church catholick or universal, asit 
has existed from its foundation. We 
think that sense of the scriptures the 
most likely to be true which we find to 
have been the oldest and ihe most gene- 
rally received. As an example to illus- 
trate this position. we extract the follow: 
ing passage from Dr 6’s fourth sermon. 
‘In respect to that class of texts which 
are adduced as divine authority for the 
doctrine of the supreme divinity of our 
Saviour, the real question is not whether 
these will bear, in accordance with 
the general principles of language, the 
construction trinitarians put on them; 
but whether they will not bear the con- 
struction of unitarians !’’ (p. 60.) We 
are by no means disposed to admit this 
ambiguity ; but, supposing it to exist. 
and supposing that the general princt 
ples of language will admit of both 
constructions, we say that the sense 
which has on its side antiquity, univer 
sality, and consent is to be received 
as the dictate of enlightened reason. 
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It is on this principle that our church *a very trite similitude ; yet will afford 


refuses to permit any of her clergy to 
become solitary interpreters of the 
sriptures. She considers the interests 
of the laity as too dear, and the cor- 
rectness Of their principles as too im. 
portant, to place them at the disposal 
of any individual, how exalted soever 
may be his talents, or extensive his 
learning. She therefore demands from 
every man a promise ** so to minister 
the doctrine and sacraments, and the 
discipline of Christ, as- the Lord bath 
commanded, and as thés church hath re- 
ceived the same ;”? she does not say as 
this church hath decreed, but as she hath 
received the same ; that is, according 
tothe sense admitted by the catholick 
or universal church, in its most ancient, 
pure, and primitive state. The ques- 
tion, then, for the laity to decide is, 
whether Dr. B. and his associates shall 
have the liberty of thinking, and 
preaching, and praying for them in 
publick worship, according to the dic- 
tates of their solitary reason, without 
any one to restrain or call them to an 
account, or whether they shail be oblig- 
ed to pay respect and deference to 
the enlightened reason of the universal 
church. We think there will not be a 
doubt in which way the liberties of the 
laity will be best preserved ; and all 
this idle clamour about creeds, and ar- 
ticles, and confessions of faith, will be 
found to terminate in that restless spirit 
of insubordination which proceeds from 
the corrupt workings of the human heart. 

“ As to make a confession of faith,” 
says the famous Boston minister, Cot- 
ton Mather, ‘‘ is aduty wherein all 
Christians are to be made confessors ; 
and multitudes of them have been made 
martyrs ; thus to write a confession of 
faith, isa work, which the faithful, in all 
ages, have approved and practised, as 
most singularly profitable.’ Magnalia, 

.V. p. i. 8. 2. 

To compare the Christian to a_ tra- 
veller passing onward in the journey 
of life, toward the heavenly country of 
which he is a citizen, may appear to be 
41 ADVOCATE, VOL. IT. 





us 10 unapt illustration of the suflicien- 
cy of the scriptures and the right of 
private judgment; and with it we shall 
at present take leave of our readers, 
The traveller bas in bis hands an accu- 
rate description of the road which he 
is to travel, written by the direction of 
the holy Sovereign bimself, who has 
also appointed guides to explain it and 
to conduct him on his journey. But 
there are some points of this road in 
which there are several paths ; and 
there have been different constructions 
put on the sense of this description, so 
that he is uncertain which of these 
paths be ought to take. He applies to 
one set of these guides, who tell him 
that as he may mistake the description, 
and, if he trusts to his own examination, 
may lose his way, he had better give 
up the book to them ; and submit also 
to be blindfolded, because he might 
otherwise dispute about the way, which 
would only retard his journey and would 
moreover imply a distrust of his guides. 
There is another set of guides who 
tellhim to keep the description in his 
own hands, and read it with continual 
attention, Comparing with it every part 
of the road to which he comes. When, 
notwithstanding this careful reading, 
he is still in perplexity, these guides 
tell him which is the oldest and best 
trodden path, and that in which the 
mosi careful and intelligent persons 
have trodden from the time in which 
the path was opened. They do not 
pretend toinfallibility, but they consi- 
der that as the safest and best path, to 
which the most ancient and general 
preference has been given, and there- 
fore they advise him to pursue it. 
There is another set of persons who, 
withgut any authority from the Sove- 
reign, take upon themselves to tell him 
that the description is very doubtful, 
that nobody can be his guide, and that 
every man ought to be so independent 
as to pursue that path which seems to 
him best, even though he be purblind. 
Though they do not pretend to be 
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guides, they kindly offer to aid his in- 
quiries and to be * helpers rin il 
And they tell him, that if he does go 
wrong, it is not a matter of much con. 
sequence, since the Sovereign will never 
condemn him because his eye-sight 
may be bad, or his understanding falli- 
ble; but will, certainly bring him to 
the country whither he wishes to tra- 
vel, even though he should find bimself 
floundering in a quagmire. 


—_>>_——— 


To the Editorof the Gospel Advocate. 


The following hymn was sung at the con- 
secration of the monumental church, which 
was erected on the spot where the Richmond 
theatre was burnt. It deserves to be pre- 
served. A. L. 


HYMN. 


Thou, to whom ail worids are present, 
Countless ages as a day, 


We, thy creatures evanescent, 
Bowing to thy boundless sway, 


On this house implore thy blessing ; 
Be it thy abiding place ; 

Mortals, here their sins confessing, 
Comfort with thy saving grace. 


Should thy judgments fall upon us, 
And for pardon here we pray, 
Father have compassion on us, 
Hopeless send us not away ; 


But on all, before thee kneeling, 
Freely let thy mercy flow, 
Like Bethesda’s waters, healing 
To the aching heart of wo. 


W hatsoever ills beset us, 

Pious confidence to wound, 

In the strength of Jesus let us 
More than conquerors be found. 


By his infinite affection, 

Holy birth, and life divine, 

By bis death and resurrection, 
God almighty—make us thine. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


New Hampshire. 

The convention of the clergy and Jay del- 
egates of the protestant Episcopal church in 
this state, was held at Claremont, on the 22d 
of August. 

Reverend James B. Howe, president ; and 
Albe Cady, Esq. secretary. 

The Rev. Charles Burroughs, Rev. James 
B. Howe, Rev. John L. Blake, Hon. John 
Harris, and Nathaniel Adams, Esq. were 
elected to compose the standing committee 
of the church for the ensuing year. 

The Rev. Charles Burrgughs, Rev. Robert 
Fowle, Rev. James Bb. Howe, Rev. John 
L.. Biake, Maj. Ezra Jones, Hon. Samuel 
Green, Nathaniel Adams, Esq. and Hon. 
James Sheate, were chosen delegates to the 
diocesan convention, to be holden at Ports- 
mouth in said state, on the last Wednesday 
of September next. 

The same clergymen, with Enoch G. Par- 
rott, Esq. Dr. James F. Dana, Hon. James 
Sheafe, and Samuel Fiske, Esq. were chosen 
delegates to the general convention. 

‘The committee, to whom were referred the 
parochial returns, reported, 

“'hat the church in this state, well known 
by her friends to have commenced as the 








——- — 


* “Religious instructers are forbidden to 
exercise dominion over the faith of their fel- 
low-men, but they are directed to be the 
‘helpers of their joy.’ ” Serm. i. p. 22. 


‘two or three met together,’ and to bea 
the present time but small, presents few in- 
teresting objects worthy of detail in an an 
nual report. It is however satisfactory to 
able to say that ber sun has not yet passed it 
meridian ; and we may reasonably anticipate 
the time when her excellences may be more 
extensively known, and when her member 
will be inspired with a more ardent zeal in 
diffusing the influence of her doctrines and 
her worship. 

“From St. John’s church, Portsmouth, 
Rev. Mr. Burroughs reports, 27 baptisms, 
viz. 8 adults and 19 children; deaths, li 
adults and 3 children; number of families 
about 100; commuuicants about 90; thats 
Sunday school uf about 100 is attached to 
the society. 

* Union church, at Claremont, continues 
stil] flourishing, and reports 120 families, 112 
taxable persons, 620 souls, and 120 commu 
nicants ; and since the last convention, 25 
baptisms, 5 marriages, and 18 deaths. ‘This 
church has received as donations, a pair of 
silver cups from widow Alice Dustin, a silve! 
flagon from Sanford Kingsbury, Esq. and 
also an elegant altar piece from William W. 
Clapp, Esq. of Boston. 

“The church in Holderness, reports 30 
families, 150 souls, 20 communicants, and 
ove Sunday school, and, since the last con- 
vention, 1 baptism, 1 marriage, and 3 tt 
nerals, 
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« Rev. Mr. Leonard, who officiates one 
bird of the time in Trinity church, Cornish, 
sod administers the holy communion at that 
place once in two months, reports 40 com- 
punicants, and that since advent 1818, when 
his services Commenced in said church, there 
have been 17 baptisms, 3 marriages, 6 fune- 
ls, and 15 persons have been confirmed. 
“From Christ’s church, at Hopkinton, 
yere are reported 20 communicants ; and 
here is exhibited evidences of growing piety 
nd attachment to the church. 

* No sensible alteration has taken place 
at St. Thomas’s chapel, in Concord; but it 
js mentioned with gratitude from that church, 
that an elegant service of plate, for the use of 
the altar, has been presented it by the pious 
munincence of individuals in Portsmouth. 

ji is also mentioned as a matter of satis- 
faction, that through the exertions of the 
kev. Mr. Howe, an Episcopal society bas 
been organized at Charlestown, where there 
i; a small permanent fund existing for its 
support. 

‘* We likewise mention that Mr. George 
Richardson, a graduate at Dartmouth col- 
lere, and preceptor of the academy at New 
Hampton, and who is a candidate for holy 
orders, has coliected a respectable congrega- 
tion at that place, under auspicious circum- 
stances, where be has for sometime ofliciated 
as alay reader, 

“It is also understood, though no official 
joformation has been received, that within a 
few months, a congregation has been collect- 
ed at Colebrook, Coos county, and that the 
tervice and a sermon are read each Sabbath 
by a respectable lay geptleman.” 

The next annual convention to be holden 
at Holderness, on the first Wednesday in 
October. 


















Maryland. 

Instead of giving our readers an abstract 
of our own of the proceedings of the conven- 
tion of Maryland, we willingly take that 
which is made to our hands by the editor of 
the Churchman’s Magazine. The sentiments 
he has expressed with regard to these pro- 
ceedings are decidedly our own; and to say 
the truth, we are willing to spare ourselves 
an employment which could not give satis- 
faction to any one concerned in it. 


“An abstract of the journals of the convention 
of the protestant Episcopal church in the 
diocese of Maryland, held at Washington, 
D.C. 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th of June, 1822. 


“This convention was att®nded by the 
tight reverend James Kemp, D. D.; about 
thirty-five clergymen, and nearly the same 
Bumber of Jaymen. 

‘In his address, the bishop mentions, that 
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he had ord&ined one deacon and two priests, 
and confirmed -ninety persons. And afier 
enumerating the several changes which had 
occurred in the residences of clergymen, he 
remarks, that ‘a more awful change than 
any of the former, has taken place in this dio- 
cese, during the last year. The reverend 
John Weems, for many years a respectable 
clergyman of this diocese, has terminated his 
ministry here on earth, and passed into that 
state, where he must yieJd an account of his 
stewardship.’ 

** The bishop then congratulates his breth- 
ren on the present appearances of the church, 
contrasted with its former depressed state, 
and expresses his belief, that, to extend its 
limits, nothing is wanting but a sufficient 
supply ot well-educated, faithful, and pious 
ministers. He laments that‘some most valu- 
able clergymen have been compelled to leave 
this diocese, for the want of support. ‘In so 
abundant & country as we inhabit, this is a 
most appalling circumstance: and we confi- 
dently hope, that God, who bestows his 
blessings in such profusion upon our happy 
land, will inspire the hearts of his people 
with dispositions to grant an adequate por- 
tion of his good bounty to support the minis- 
ters of his gospel. The church, by no means, 
wishes to accumulate wealth. All she wants, 
and all she looks for, is the comfertable sup- 
port of those, who have relinquished the pur- 
suits of this world, and devoted themselves 
to the service of the altar.’ After stating 
the scriptural proofs, that this positive duty 
is no less imperious under the gospel, than it 
was under the law, he suggests to the people 
of the diocese, * that they might relieve much 
of the inconveniences of their clergy, by oc- 
casionally bestowing upon them a portion of 
the good things with which a kind providence 
has blessed them. Such a practice would 
not only maintain the most aflectionate inter- 
course between a pastor and his flock, but 
even yield a source of delight to every pious 
heart. While no one can more cordially 
disapprove of beggarly and murmuring cler- 
gymen than I do, few things could gratify 
me so much, as to see all the clergy of my 
diocese in ease and comfort, devoting their 
whole attention to theif holy calling.’ 

** We have extracted these obsérvations, 
not without hope that they may catch the 
eye, and occupy the thoughts of some of our 
readers. ‘The subject is certainly an impor- 
tant one, but it rarely meets with that con- 
sideration which it deserves. And it is pro- 
bably owing to a false delicacy, that it is so 
unfrequently made a theme of official instruc- 
tion ; and to its not receiving from our congre- 
gations that liberal regard which is due to it, 
that so many clergymen of great promise, 
have, at different times, removed from the 
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diocese of Connecticut, seekin§ that ¢en- 
couragement’ abroad, which we have too 
often withheld from them. 

“After appointing a committee on the 
state of the church, on the Episcopal fund, 
and on other business, the convention entered 
into a consideration of the expediency of es- 
tablishing a diocesan missionary society, 
auxiliary to the domestick and foreign mis- 
sionary society of the protestant Episcopal 
church of the United States. It was deter- 
mined to organize an auxiliary missionary 
society, and a constitution for its government 
was adopted. The primary object of the 
society is, to supply the diocese of Maryland 
with a regular ministry; and by its surplus 
funds, to aid the parent society. ‘Two dol- 
lars constitute a person a meimber for one 
year; and twenty dollars, a member for 
life. Members, who pay fifty dollars, are 
denominated patrons. A sermon is to be 
delivered, and a collection made for the bene- 
fit of the society, during the session of the 
annual convention. The board of managers 
are to meet semi-annually ; and the appro- 
priation of the fuads, and the appointment of 
missionaries are vested in them. We quote 
the last article of the constitution, on account 
of the excellent spirit which it breathes, and 
with a view of suggesting (what we fear is 
rarely practised to the full extent which it 
ought to be) the duty and importance of 
commending all our exertions in the cause of 
Christianity, to the protection and blessing of 
heaven. ‘It is recommended to every mem- 
ber of the society, to pray to almighty God 
for his blessing upon its designs, under the 
full conviction, that unless he directs us in 
all our doings, with his most gracious favour, 
and furthers us with his continual help, we 
cannot reasonably hope, either to grocure 
suitable persons to act as missionaries, or 
expect that their endeavours will be success- 
ful.’ 

*‘’The following persons were appointed 
trustees of the general theological seminary : 
Rev. Dr. Wyatt, lkev. J. P. K. Henshaw, 
Rev. M. Johns, N. Brice, Esq., J. C. Her- 
bert, Esq., T. Tilghman, Esq., and J. B. 
Eccleston, Esq. 

“ The following gentlemen were elected 
delegates to the next general convention. 
The Rev. Mr. Flenshaw, the Rev. Mr. 
Johns, the Rev. Mr. Weeks, the Rev. Mr. 
Weller, J C. Herbert, F 5. Key, T. Tilgh- 
man, and J. Goldsborough, Esquires. 

*¢ The convention adopted a resolution ap- 
proving the efforts now making, by the Ame- 
rican colonization society, as tending to dif- 
fuse the blessings of Christianity. 

“A resolution was adopted, earnestly re- 
commending to the clergymen and vestries of 
the diocese, to exert themselves in the col- 
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lection of annual subscriptions, and othe 
funds, for the uses of the missionary society, 
“he following resolutions, with the pre. 
amble, were adopted. * Whereas, the cal 
of the church, in this section of the coun 
for ministers rightly to divide the word of 


truth, are loud and frequent, and are daily 


becoming more urgent and imperious ; and 
since it is desirable to furnish every facility to 
those, who are solicitous of being duly pre. 
pared for the high and responsible office of 
the gospel ministry, and the experience of 
the church has borne the most ample testj. 
mony to the admirable tendency of well-re. 
gulated theological schools, to promote this 
object: Therefore, 

*** Resolved, by the convention of the pro. 
testant Episcopal church in the diocese of 
Maryland, That it is now expedient, in reli. 
ance on the blessing of God for success, to 
establish a local theological seminary. 

‘And be it further resolved, That a com 
mittee, consisting of five members, three of 
whom shall be of the clergy, and the rest of 
the laity, be elected by ballot, to report to 
this convention a constitution for the govern- 
ment of said seminary.’ 

** The votes were taken by orders, and the 
yeas and nays ordered to be inserted on the 
jovrnals. Clergymen, yeas 23, nays 8. Lay- 
men, yeas 19, nays 11. 

“ The constitution of the seminary pro 
vides, that its regulations shal! be consistent 
with the canons of the general convention, 
and the laws of the diocese under which it 
is established. The baard of trustees are to 
be elected triennially, and to consist of eight. 
clergymen and five laymen; the bishop of 
the diocese is ex officio president of the board. 
The secretary of the board is required to 
submit the record of their proceedings to the 
annual conventions; to which also, a report 
of the state of the seminary in all its depart- 
ments, is to be exhibited. None out presby- 
ters are eligible to the office of professor.— 
The location of the seminary is to be deter- 
mined by the convention, and all the acts of 
the board of trustees are subject to its revi- 
sion. The seminary is to be located in 
Washington county, district of Columbia. 
The following gentlemen were elected mew- 
bers of the board of trustees: Rev. Dr. Da- 
vis, Rev. Dr. Wyatt, Rev. Mr. Henshaw, 
Rev. Mr. Weller, Rev Mr. Hawley, Rev. 
Mr. Johns, Rev. Mr. M‘Ilvaine, Rev. Mr. 
Tyng, J. C. Herbert, F. S Key, J. Golds- 
borough, T’. Henderson, and C. Smith, es- 
quires. 

** We have thus detailed, as summarily as 
possible, the proceedings of the, diocese of 
Maryland on this interesting sulyje ct. But 
while we express our gratification at the in- 
creased exertions which the members of out 
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ommunion, in different sections of the coun- 
, are disposed to make for the promotion 
theological learning, we must be permitted 
express our regret at the measures which 
ye diocese of Maryland has adopted, with a 
iew to this object. 

“Our limits necessarily prevent our making 

eral observations which have occurred to 
; and we therefore dismiss the subject by 
apressing our most earnest wishes, that this 
ensure may not tend to interrupt the har- 
mony, on the subject of theological educa- 
tion, Which was so decidedly manifested at 
ur last general convention. 

“The convention ordered the treagurer of 
the convention to pay to each of the dele- 


' 


to 2000 baptisms. 
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gates to the general convention, the sum of 
40 dollars 
“ Contributions were made, agreeably to 

a canon of this diocese, for the bishop’s fund, 
for the deputies? fund, and for the incidental 
expenses of the convention 
‘The committee on the state of the church * 
laid before the convention an abstract from 
the several parochial reports, from which it 
appears, that there has been a gradual in- 
crease of the communicants, and from 1800 
As is often the fact, the 
reports are not generally made, and many of 
them are very imperfect. 
lamented that a return, which requires so 
little labour, and which, if correctly made, 


It is much to be 
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¢ Abstract of the Report of the Committee on the State of the Church, referred to above. 
Fure-| Commu- |Add. [Sunday 


| Rectors and Mjnisters. 
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tsms. |riages.jre!s nicants [Com /Schoiars. 
Christ’s Ch. Washington, D. C.:A. T. M‘Cormick.| 40 34) ov} not rep. 
St, John’s do. |W. Hawley. 20 8 20 80 140 
Christ Ch. Georgetown, D. C. |C. P. M‘ilvaine. 26 3) «14 130) 
St. John’s, do. S. H. Tyng. 8 i 2 60 
Somerset, Somerset county, Wm. Wickes. & 8620) CG 120) 30 
Coventry, do. S. C. Stratton. SH 1 1h a 9 
Great Choptank, Dorchester, |G. Weller. 7 2 4 52| 
St. Peter’s, Talbot, Thomas Bayne. 60; 15) 20, 60 200 
St. Michael’s, Talbot, R. Hubbard 23, 5} 8 10 
Christ Church, Caroline, 'B. P. Aydelott. a 9 
Shrewsbury, Kent, 'P. F Smith. IZ 4 15 20 25 
onic. Ralt; |The bishop and ss 
t. Paul’s, Baltimore, ; Ww. Weatt, D_D. 59 31] 63) 
St. Peter’s, do. (J.P. K. Henshaw.} 38) 18) 21 221; 32) 350 
Trinity, do. \J. V. Bartow. 43) 33) 45 igi) 18 
Grace, do. \H. P. Pfieffer. 22} 4! 19 25| 10} 180 
St. Thomas, Baltimore county, |C. C. Austin. 19 2 20 
eprines i do. J. R. Walker. 16 8} 618 56 30 
t. John’s, Baltimore and 
Harford counties, iJ. R. Keech. 13) 62 
St. George, Harford y 4 6 
favre-de Grace, arford co.;W Jackson. 1 11 25 100 
St. Mark’s, Frederick, J. L. Bryan. 20 45 unknown! 
st. James’s, Baltimore, |G. M‘Elkiney. 8) 30 
All Saints, Frederick, |J. Johns. 10, 1, 18 88 131 
Zion, do. |W. Armstrong, 15 0. rep 
St. Paul’s, Baltimore, |G. Aisquith ae 1! 
St Peter’s, Montgomery, |W Armstrong, jr.| 35) 2 4 
Prince George, _— do. iT. G. Allen. 29) 3} 10; 37, 
St. Bartholomews, do. | Do. 7Tnrep.| 3 39, 
St. James’s, Ann Arundel, 'T. Horrell. 10: 6} 6 35) 
Queen Anne’s, Prince George’s,'H. M. Shaw. 66 3}. OCS 80. 
St. John’s do. |E. Allen 93} 12] 32] - 95 
Zion, do. B. P. Aydelott. 13'n rep I 12 
St Paul’s, do. L. J. Gillis. 32) 3} «6 70 
Durham, Charles, N. Young. 30} 12) «16 55, 
Trinity, do. J. Reynolds. 25\n. rep 1 
Wm. & Mary, do. ©.°Mann. 56) . Cee 53 
King & Queen, St. Mary’s, R. H. B. Mitchell} 41 7 3 
9731 263) 449) 1804; 67) 1198 
Baptisms in thirty-six parishes 973 Communicants in twenty-seven do. 1804 
“arnages in thirty-one do, 283 Sunday Scholars in ten do. 1198 
Funerals in thirty-three do. 449 





















































Ta — amare 


EY Sees Pees 











ee Oe 


er ee ae on 


= * - 3 + ~_a + 
: 
. ea ¢ 
“ a me 
ro , “se —_—_ 
OLE LF BARD AGA ago . 











326 = Missions —Clergymen—Ordination—Slave Trade, &c.  [O, 


would afford so much information as to the 
actual state of our churches, should be ne- 
glected in any instance. The language of 
the committee, on this subject, is so just, that 
we cannot forbear transcribing it. * The 
committee concur in lamenting the manner in 
Which the parochial reports are at present 
made: such is their conciseness, that they 
are confined to a mere numerical statement 
of the baptisms, marriages, and funerals ; 
thus rendering it impracticable for your com- 
mittee to furnish a report, which embraces 
any interesting matter, or which would enable 
the readers of our journals to form any esti- 
mate of the state of piety in the diocese.’ ” 


Connecticut. 

Domestick M issions.—It must be gratifying 

to the friends of the church, to hear that the 
contributions from the various parishes in this 
diocese, for the support of domestick mission- 
aries, have been such as to enable the board 
of direction of the Connecticut protestant 
Episcopal society for the promotion of Chris- 
tian knowledge, to request the rig!it reverend 
bishop Brownell to employ two missionaries 
during the remainder of the year, to supply 
the vacant and destitute parishes in the dio- 
cese. , 
In aid of the abovementioned objects, aux- 
iliary societies are now forming in many of 
eur parishes. In New Haven, the young 
churchman’s missionary society, and the 
young ladies’ church missionary society, 
Which have been recently formed, already 
consist of more than sixty members cach. 

in Hartford, there is an assocition of more 
than sixty gentlemen; and another of about 
foriy ladies, in aid of the same object. 

In Middietown, similar associations exist; 
but we are not informed of the number of 
the members. May every parish in the 
state *“* go and do likewise,” in proportion 
fo their means. 

Number of Clergymen.—At the beginning 
of the present year, the whole number of 
Episcopal clergymen, in the United States, 
was distributed in the following manner: 

In Maine, 2; in New Hampshire, 4; Ver- 
mont, 7; Massachusetts, 16; hode Island, 
6; Connecticut, 44; New York, 62; New 
Jersey, 13; Pennsylvania, 27; Delaware, 3; 
Maryland, 53; Virginia, 27; North Caroli- 
pa, 9; South Carolina, 25; Ohio, 6; Georgia, 
3; Kentucky, 4; Louisiana, | ; Missouri, |. 
Tet al—333. 

The right reverend Philander Chase, bish- 
op of the diocese of Ohio, has accepted the 
presidential chair in the Cincinnati college, 
and wil! euter upon the duties of his office at 
the commencement of the winter session in 
OciobLer next. 





ject to a committee, to report at an adjourned 









Confirmation. ' 

On Wednesday evening, Sept. 18, 

right reverend bishop Griswold administe 

the holy rite of confirmation, in St. Matt 

chapel, South Boston, tonine persons, 
mon by the bishop. 



















Ordination. 

On Thursday, Sept. 19, at Christ chur 
Quincy, the right reverend bishop Griswoi 
admitted to the holy order of deacons, Mp, 
Benjamin Clarke Cutler, of Boston, a gr. 
duate of Brown university. Morning praye 
by the reverend Dr. Gardiner, of Boston, ar 
the sermon by the bishop, from the tey 
‘“* We have this treasure in earthen vessel, 
that the excellency of the power may be, 
God, and not of us.» 2 Corviv. 7. The 
holy communion was then administered by 
the right reverend bishop, assisted by th 
reveread Dr, Gardiner. 

The services on this occasion were very 
interesting and impressive. Many of the 
clergy, and « great number of the laity wer 
present. 

This ordination is an event of peculiar inte 
rest to the church at large, and particularly 
to the society at Quincy. For many year, 
that parish, having been destitute of a rec 
tor, has been ina low and depressed state, 
though they have sometimes been supplied 
with lay readers, and have occasionally had 
the services of clergymen. We trust, hows 
ever, they are no longer to be dependent upon 
occasional assistance ; but that the gentle 
man now admitted to orders will long continue 
with them, and prove to them, and to thos 
who may bLereafter become connected with 
them, a faitidul watchman upon the wails of Ij provis 
their Zion. May the great Head of the It 
church vouchsafe his blessing upon them. 

It may not be aumss to state that the ver 
erable Jolin Adams, late president of the 
United States, hus given to this socie ty the 
privilege of taking from his quarry a, sulb- 
cient ‘quantity of stone tuerect a church, 
whenever they are disposed to avail them- Jj tonn 
selves of the gilt. We were gratified to see HJ have 
him at the church on the day of the ordination. 9 and z 
























































































Slave Trade. W. 
A meeting was held at the vestry of the m0 i 
Rev. Dr. Channing's church, in this town, Jj PP 


on Wednesday evening, Aug. 28, George free, 
Blake, Esq. chairman, Rev. Mr. Frothing- J 
nam, secretary, to consider the expedi« my of tt 
of forming a society, auxiliary to the Amer- deep 
ican colonization society. After considera _ 
ble discussion, it was voted to refer the sub- va 


meeting. It was referred to the same com- 
mittee to consider the expedicncy of adopt 
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y other measares for aiding in the sup- 
jon of the slave trade. After the 
ppointment of the committee, consisting of 
i, Hale, Hon. D. Webster, G. Blake, 
bq. J. Tappan, Esq. and Rev. Mr. Bur- 
wess, the meeting adjourned for a week. 
The adjourned meeting on the subject of 
sn auxiliary colonization society, and of a 
piety to.aid in the suppression of the slave 
ade, Was held on the 4th of September, 
kimeGeorge Blake, Esq. in the chair, Mr. Lewis 
Mra Tappan, secretary, in the absence of Kev. 
a fabir. Frothinghawn, who acted as secretary at 
enfmihe previous meeting. ‘ihe following report 
anjmmwas presented by the committee and read, 
j after an iateresting discussion of the 
ple subject, was unanimously accepted. 
The comuuttee appointed to consider the 
apediency of forming a society for the pur- 
pse of aiding the funds of the American 
plonization society, or of assisting in the 
wppression of the slave trade, have paid 
gich attention to the sulject referred to 
them as the time and their opportunities 
would permit, end respectfully submit the 
following report. 

The importance of providing some remedy 
for the evils arising from the rapia relative 
increase of the black population in some por- 
tions of our country is becoming every year 
more serious. It is now well known that 
where a slave population abounds their ratio 
@increase is much greater than that of the 
people among whom they live. Hence the 
time cannot be far distant, when their num- 
bers insome of the states and their power, 
vill predominate over that of those who hoid 
¢ MB them in servitude, unless some mode is de- 
(h Mi vsed of diminishing their numbers or some 
of #@ provision made for removing the surplus por- 
¢ Mi fon of them. 

It was in the expectation of furnishing in 

HJ ome measure a remedy for these evils, or at 
¢ Gikast of diminishing their danger,-that the 
¢ M@imerican society for colonizing the free 
- BM people of colour of the United States was 
» Ie tstablished. This society has been in opera- 
- @ tonnearly six years, and its affairs appear to 
> BM lave beer conducted with much enterprise 
and zeal, and, as your committee believe, in 
agspirit of enlightened Christian benevolence. 
Were the objects of the society extended 

, B00 farther thai to the colonization of such 
people of colour in our country as are already 
free, or who will become free in the ordinary 
course of everits, they would not in the view 
of the committee be such as to excite that 
deep interest among us which is necessary to 
cure a very active Coeoperatione It might 
indeed afford some advantages to that un- 
lappy people to remove them from their 
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care likely to be realized: 


present degraded state, to a condition m 
free from temptations to vice and more 
vourable to moral und intellectual impro 
ment; and it would doubtless confer a be 
fit upon the community from which they 
taken. And if, through the medium oj 
colony thus established, the arts of civili 
life and the blessings of Christianity can 
introduced among a people who are ignor 
of both, the good that may be done, may 
greatly increased. But the accomplishu 
of these objects, valuable as they are, appr 
too remote and of too difficult attainmen 
adwit of their enlisting our feclings ver» 
dently in the cause. Other objects of 
nevolence press upon-us with miore ur; 
soheitations and more immediate prosp 
of usefulness. 

But it, while these purposes are acc 
plished, the colonization of the free pe 
of colour will aid effectually in the sup, 
sion of the slave trade, so as to lead to 
entire abolition of that detestibie traffick ; 
at the same time afford such encourager 
to the emancipation of slaves as to pre 
the way for the gradual exterminatio: 
slavery, it would become an object wo 
of the attention and assistance of the w 
Christian world. 

That such are the designs and expecta 
of those who are most active in managing 
concerns of the American colonization 
ciety, the committee have the fullest c 
dence. ‘The coumittee are not prepare 
give an opinion how far these expecta’ 
If a colony 
cidedly and actively hostile to the s 
trade can be maintained on the coas' 
Africa, and especially if several could 
supported on different parts of that cc 
much might doubtless be done to aid ¢ 
ers ja the pursuit of slave ships, by fur 
ing supplies, and by giving informatio: 
their places of rendezvous. We are 
assured that there are proprietors of sl 
who are desirous of emancipating them, 
that many will be thus emancipated as 
as an asylum shall be suitably preparec 
them, and the means provided of transf 
ing them to it. 

We have no means of ascertaining 
extensively such a disposition prevails an 
the holders of slaves. But there is reasc 
apprehend that it is at present limited 
very small proportion of them. The ev 
of the Jast two or three years have furni 
welancholy proof that the great body of 
people in the slave holding states are ) 
little disposed to relinquish any of the ad 
tages which their slaves afford them. ° 
there are exceptions to this feelmg we 
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fully persuaded, and we hope there are many. 
It is only from the belief which the ~om- 
mittee very cerdially entertain, that the ac- 
tive members of the American colonization 
society are perfectly disposed to frame their 
measures with reference to the enlire sup- 
pression of the slave trade, and to a gradual 
and prudent, but complete emancipation of 
those now held in slavery, that we can re- 
gard the society as having any claim upon 
the sympathy or assistance of the people of 
New England. 

At the same time there are other modes 
by which assistance can be given towards 
suppressing the slave trade, without Josing 
sight of the objects which have been men- 
tioned. 

A society is particularly needed to aid in 
prosecuting those who are concerned in car- 
ryiug on this trade. By combining the in- 
fluence “and exertions of its members, tiis 
purpose may be accomplished much more 
effectually than it can be by individuals 
alone. 

The committee would therefore respect- 
fully recommend that a society be formed 
for the general purpose of assisting in the 
suppression of the slave trade, that a sub- 
scription be opened to provide funds for the 
proposed society ; and that the goverament 
of the society be fully authorized to make 
such a disposal of the funds as they shall 
judge most conducive to the object of its 
institution. If, on further attention to the 
subject, the managers of the society shall be 
satisfied that the operations of the American 
colonization society are favourable to the 
suppression of the slave trade, they will be 
disposed to aid them as far as their: funds 
will permit; while they will not neglect any 
other means, that may present themselves, 
of accomplishing that object. As, however, 
there may be some, who are prepared to 
contribute at once to the funds of the Ame. 
rican colonization society, the committee 
would propose that the subscription should 
be so arranged as to leave it to the option of 
each ‘subscriber, either to appropriate the 
amount of his subscription directly or indi- 
rectly to that object, or commit it to the 
disposal of the govcrnment of the society. 

E. HALE, JR. per order. 

The committee also presented a draft of 


a constitution of the : 
was adopted, as follows ; and it was 
that the blank in the second article be 
by the managers. 
ONSTITUTION 
Of the Massachusetts society to aid jy 
suppression of the slave trade. 

Art. I. The society shall be called 
Massachusetts society to aid in the sup 
sion of the slave trade ;” and its oj 
shall be, either to assist the American ¢ 
nization society, or to contribute to 
suppressing of the slave trade by such ¢ 
means as the managers shal] judge best. 

Art. Il. Every person who shail q 
scribe and pay annually a sum not less 

dollars, shall be a member of 
society. 

Art. Ill. The officers of the society 
be a president, vice president, corresp 
ing and recording secretary, and a tre 
rer, who shall also be managers, and 
additional managers. The board of ma 
gers shall have power to elect honorary ¥j 
presidents. 

Art. 1V. Every subscriber shall be y 
mitted to appropriate the amount of bis 
scription, either to be paid over to 
American colonization society, or to be 
at the disposal of this society, as he 
direct in his subscription. 

Art. V. All the funds of the society 
specifically appropriated, as described in 


preceding article, shall be subject to t 


order of the board of inanagers, to be dipos 


of as they shall judge most conducive tot 


objects of the society. 


The society was then organized by t 


election of the following officers. 
Hon. Daniel Webster, President. 
George Blake. Esq. Vice President. 


Rev. 8. F. Jarvis, D.D. Corresp’g. Set’ 
Bradford Sumner, Esq. Recording Sec’y 


Samuei H. Walley, 7'reasurer. 
Richard Sullivan, Esq. 

Mr. William Stargis. 

Bradford Sumntr, Esq. +} M ers. 
E. Hale, Jr. M. D. : oe 
John Tappan, Esq. 

It was then voted that the report 


constitution be published in the publick p 


pers, and the meeting adjourned. 


—_—_————— 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The history of St. Peter’s church/ Salem, is unavoidably postponed to the next number. 


Several other communications are on file, for insertion, as our limits will permit. 
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